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Change of Authority to Govern Curriculum
Guidelines for Taiwan’s Textbooks
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The revision of high school curriculum guideline made public by KMT government
in February 2014 caused a series of protests in Taiwan. The primary concern of the
protests is that “Chinese ideology” in the revised guideline jeopardizes “Taiwanese
ideology”. Researchers interested in Taiwan’s educational system mostly focus their
criticisms on the policies which would oppress Taiwan’s culture. This paper is focused
on the institutional power structure of revisions of curriculum guidelines disregarded
by other researchers, and it will help us better understand education as a factor of
Taiwanese nation-building.

The conclusion of this paper shows that the authority to govern curriculum
guidelines, especially on the right of personnel administration, did not change
fundamentally until the revision of Senior High School Education Act in July 2016 which
transferred the Ministry of Education’s right of personnel administration to Legislative
Yuan. The transition of the right of personnel administration will nevertheless give
rise to controversy over the curriculum guidelines issues in Legislative Yuan, since the
DPP and KMT embrace their own preferences on national ideology and acknowledge
textbooks as a tool of nation-building. As a result, the process of constructing the
national imagination of Taiwanese by educational means will be much complex and
unpredictable in the future.
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