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The Effectiveness of Electoral Mobilization
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Mobilization has long been considered as a remarkable characteristics of Japanese
elections. However, empirical research has yet to establish a solid understanding of its
effectiveness. This paper estimates the effect of mobilization contacts on voter behavior
by using survey data.

The effect of mobilization by the LDP temporarily diminished in the early 2000s
and rebounded toward the end of the decade. Meanwhile, the effect of the DPJ’s
mobilization constantly declined in lower house elections, whereas, in upper house
elections, it increased until 2007 but suddenly dropped in 2010. Despite these changes,
it is noteworthy that the DPJ was at least as effective at mobilizing votes as was the LDP
in five out of the seven national elections held from 2001 to 2010.

To shed some light on the mechanism through which mobilization affects vote
choice, this paper also examines how effects depend on various attributes of citizens.
The results show that mobilization, whether by the LDP or the DP], exerts larger
impacts on those supposed to be less politically knowledgeable, implying that it works
by information transmission rather than clientelistic exchange.
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