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Simulating the Relationship between Turnout and Vote Shares
in Japan’s House of Councilors Elections
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Does voter turnout matter for election outcomes in Japan? Pundits (and perhaps
scholars alike) posit that poor turnout benefits political parties with organized
constituencies, such as the Liberal Democratic Party and the New Komeito Party,
while higher turnout boosts the vote share of the Democratic Party of Japan. Following
Martinez and Gill's method, this study simulates the relationship between turnout and
partisan outcomes of House of Councilors elections from 2001 to 2010. The results
show little support for the conventional wisdom. Although turnout effects differ from
election to election, high turnout often diminishes the DPJ’s vote share. The LDP has
a potential to suffer from turnout increase, but it is due to the fact that LDP supporters
far outnumber those of any other party. Moreover, greater participation is considered to
help the LDP in some election years. Turnout tends to have negative but minor impacts
on the NKP’s electoral fortunes.
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ARRIE 0.34% 0.43% 0.40% 0.38% 0.40% 0.45% 0.52% 0.53%
FDMHFE 0.26% 0.25% 0.34% 0.47% 0.61% 0.60% 0.66% 0.75%
AR A R 0.24% 0.32% 0.42% 0.64% 1.34% 1.86% 2.16% 3.34%
&5t 2254% 26.22% 29.24% 31.62% 32.64% 33.74% 3467% 3583%
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BRI HE 10.86%  11.59%  12.09%  12.55%  12.57%  12.63%  12.56%  11.79%
REGEFE 34.77%  31.93%  29.85%  28.29%  26.57%  2534%  2451%  22.93%
BASETE 0.09% 0.10% 0.10% 0.10% 0.11% 0.14% 0.15% 0.15%
ZOMIHFE 2.92% 2.70% 2.62% 2.30% 2.42% 2.25% 2.17% 2.04%
A5 IR 3.83% 4.09% 4.13% 4.08% 4.64% 4.93% 5.37% 6.39%
&5t 52.47% 50.41% 48.78% 47.32% 46.31% 4530% 44.77% 43.30%
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BRI E 1.89% 2.27% 2.33% 2.55% 2.67% 2.54% 2.55% 2.48%
REEIFE 0.19% 0.33% 0.45% 0.55% 0.62% 0.72% 0.76% 0.80%
NSRS 6.81% 6.01% 5.21% 4.50% 4.11% 4.12% 3.79% 3.59%
F DMSHFE 0.22% 0.21% 0.17% 0.23% 0.38% 0.44% 0.43% 0.40%
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NG 93.78%  91.60%  90.69%  89.84%  88.17%  86.68%  84.04%  83.09%
Z DD 73.57%  72.59%  71.04%  69.62%  65.85%  65.25% < 64.76%  63.50%
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