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The spell of Thrasymachos
—— The cult of a “correct answer” ——

Yoshishige HIGAKI

The purpose of this paper is to describe the deep structure which the cult of a “correct an-
swer has in the classrooms in Japan. “Correct answer” and “Truth” are different. The “cor-
rect answer’ is closed under an authority of some kind. The “truth” is open to every rational
being. In the latter, a “dialogue” is indispensable. However, in the former it is not necessary.
The cult of a “correct answer” and the hate for a “dialogue” in Japanese young people means
the “passive obedience to authority” or the “abandonment of autonomy”. The autonomy re-
cuperation without the abandonment of the search for objective truth is one of top priority

issues in contemporary Japanese society.
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