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Some Characteristics of Recreational Space in West Germany

Hideya ISHII

The author once reviewed the trend and characteristics of geographical studies on recre-
ation and tourism in West Germany (see note 2. in this article). The purpose of this paper
is to describe in detail recreational space and its recent changes in West Germany, mainly
based on literature on this subject. Chapter II deals with the development and the types of
recreational activities. Chapter III discusses the space of tourism (Fremdenverkehrsraum)
and its new tendencies, and Chapter IV the space of weekend tourism (Naherholungsraum).
Chapter V points out some characteristics of recreational space in West Germany.

The development of recreation has exerted various spatial effect in West Germany. From
a comprehensive point of view, it can be said, as W. Ritter (see note 11.) and M. Clawson
(see note 38.) insisted, that recreational space in West Germany is composed of some recre-
ational zones, which are arranged around the densely inhabited areas, and which differ in
their location, form, size and character. That is, while the user-oriented recreational regions
(Naherholungsgebiete) have developed relatively near the densely populated areas, the
resource-oriented tourism regions (Fremdenverkehrsgebiete) have developed in the German
alpine area and in the northern coastal area. But, a recent outstanding feature could be seen
in the fact that recreational zones, based on various leisure activities, become complicated
and overlap each other, with the diversification of recreational activities and the develop-
ment of transportation means.

The development of recreation has also influenced the formation of recreational landscape.
The influence has two aspects. One is the positive influence. Recreation has, for example,
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not only economic effects such as expansion of opportunities for employment in rural areas
and underdeveloped areas, but also cultural influence through the development of infrastru-
cture. Such examples are numerous in the developed recreational regions in the German al-
pine area. On the other hand, the development of recreation sometimes results in the negat-
ive influence. It may cause troubles like environmental destruction, breakdown of regional
ecology owing to the increase of foreigners (Ausmirker, Ortsfremder), the financial embarr-
asments of communities etc. Recent rapid development of second house and camping ground
" is an instance. They demand improvement of infrastructure, neverthless they have little
econmic effect on the related communities and have a tendency to cause natural destruction.

Appreciating these facts, in West Germany the development and improvement of recre-
ational space have been attempted at various levels, to cope with the increasing demand
for recreation. As far as public initiatives are concerned, the federal and state governments’
improvement programs of leisure space are especially important. Many commercial and
public establishments of the leisure sector have been subsidized by means of the common
task “Improvement of the Regional Economic Structure”.In addition, there is an advancement
program of the state of its own. In Bayern, for example, more than 1,300 projects are sub-
sidized on the basis of “Development programs’” of the state. Besides, there are many other
leisure-related programs in various regional and municipal plans. In carrying out these
projects, however, land use control and environmental conservation are taken against too
serious exploitation. The German people have showed deep concern with the preservation
of environment.

Prof. Karl Ruppert, who has made a series of recreational studies, has pointed out in some
of his papers several tasks of the public body in order to create better recreational space.
According to him, these tasks may be summarized as following, the creation of leisure space
in large cities, the development and improvement of recreational space in the surrounding
areas of densely inhabited regions, tourism exploitation in underdeveloped areas like Eichel,
Bayerischer Wald etc., and qualitative improvement of infrastructure for leisure activities
in developed tourism regions like German Alps. This indication shows well the characteris-
tics and problems of recreational space in West Germany.

In fact, recreational phenomena have played an important role in the formation of spatial
structure in West Cermany. The significance of recreation will be greater in the future
with the progress of post-industrial society.

1 would like to thank Professors K. Ruppert, the University of Miinchen, and J. Maier, the
University of Bayreuth, who gave suggestions and relevaht data to my research during my
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