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The grammaticalization of ‘Give’ in the Shaoxing Dialect
Yoshihito Sasaki and Xiaoping Fan

Abstract: This paper sets out to discuss the grammaticalization of #% [pe?"’s} in the Shaoxing
dialect, one of a Wu variety. The lexical source for this marker is the verb 'to give. We find
that the Shaoxing dialect differs from other southeastern dialects in that the verb 1o give’
can be used as the benefactive marker: it is able even to introduce a beneficiary who benefits
from the performance of an act that thev should have performed themselves. It can be
understood that the verb #k [pe?'ﬁ] ‘to give' in the Shaoxing dialect has undergone a higher
degree of grammaticalization than its Mandarin cognate %4 g& ‘give. Moreover, this verb
can also be used as the passive marker derived from the recipient marker via the
grammaticalization path conferment causative — permissive causative. The pathway of this

grammaticalization for #% in the Shaoxing dialect is the same as many other southeastern

dialects.
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