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Abstract

This article aims to analyze how Japanese school feeding became ‘educa-
tional’ through the 1920s to 1930s. From the 1880s to 1910s, Japanese
school feeding targeted the poor and had been run by charity groups, par-
ents, teachers, and local governments. However, in 1940, Japanese govern-
ment gave the instruction which encouraged to enrich the quality of school
feeding and to feed not only the poor but also malnourished and physically
weak children.

These changes through the 1920s to 1930s can be interpreted by three mo-
ments. First, nutritionists participated the management of school feeding
and discussed its necessity for the nutrition improvement. Second, the dis-
cussions about the nutrition improvement permitted anticipation of the phy-
sique improvement. Third, the education to family through school feeding
was required in addition to the children’s nutrition and physique improve-
ment.
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