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A Historical Study on the Representations of “Education Minded Mother”
as the Device for Integration of the People: Based on Basil Bernstein’s Theory

Sara IKEMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to examine changes in representations of “education minded
mother” from Meiji era to World War II. This examination enables to understand how the social
structure supported by the representations was constructed and transformed.

This paper takes as its object of study 732 articles whose content was about home education,
published between 1875 and 1945 in Yomiuri Simbun. The object was analyzed from two
perspectives: the perspective of who was responsible for home education and the perspective of how
they should educate children, based on Basil Bernstein’s Code Theory.

It was confirmed that there was a transition from the positional families in the Meiji era’s
articles to person-oriented families in the prewar era’s articles. Moreover, it is found that the
number of articles based on positional families was increasing again during World War II.

These findings make it clear that the representations of “education minded mother” were
social constructions, which maintained the capitalism and the nation-state. These representations
had the effect of national integration in a dual sense. First, they called women to be a desirable
mother in private domain. By becoming a desirable mother, women could be positioned as a nation
who supported men and public domain. The representations were the device of integrating women
as a nation. Secondly, the national integration of children was also intended, in that mothers
educated their children to become a good nation.

The representations of “education minded mother” have been drawn with the dichotomies,

(woman/man) and (private domain/public domain) . These dichotomies contribute to operation of
capitalism and preservation of the nation-state system. These representations are the device for

integration that could secure cohesiveness and that would overlook diversity.
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