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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the determinants of the subjective evaluation of copyright
violations, namely illegal downloading and uploading, and support for imposing sanctions for
such violations. For this purpose, building on existing discussions and research, we assumed
that the images of and interests in copyright law are antecedents of the subjective evaluations of
and support for the imposition of sanctions for copyright violations. Based on this assumption,
we developed scales to measure these variables, and conducted a questionnaire survey among
217 university students. The results of structural equation modeling revealed the following: 1)
subjective evaluations of copyright violations were determined by the image of copyright law
that emphasizes the protection of the copyright holder’s rights and the facilitation of culture
through copyright as well as interests in copyright (law); and 2) support for the imposition of
sanctions was mainly determined by the subjective evaluations and image of copyright law that
emphasizes the protection of the copyright holder’s right. We also present the limitations of this
study and directions for future research.
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