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We examined the role of regional national universities from the perspective
of the regional high school students’ desire for higher education. Specifically, we conducted a
guestionnaire survey on the desire for higher education among the final-year-students of 15
prefectural high schools in the Tohoku area. We then carried out factor analysis on students who
wished to pursue local higher education and students who wished to pursue higher education in the
Tokyo area, examining why each individual made his/her decision.
Based on the data of the survey, we concluded that most students of the high schools had a strong
desire for national universities, and hence, which subject areas national universities in their
region provide can be a crucial factor for these students to decide where to go.
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