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Manufacturing technology in prehistoric southwest Asia

MIYAKE, Yutaka
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i i Manufacturing technology in prehistoric southwest Asia made great advances
in the period around the transition to the Neolithic. Up to that time, various artefacts had been

produced by altering the shapes of raw materials through the application of physical force; as

represented by stone and bone tools. However, just before the Neolithic period, a novel technology

emerged that took advantage of chemical changes that were caused by the heating of raw materials. It
is currently known that lime plaster was the earliest product of this new technology and that it

was followed b% gypsum plaster, ceramics and copper metallurg%. This innovative technology, often
called pyrotechnology, become the principal manufacturing technology in the periods that followed,

being extended to gold, silver and iron metallurgies and glassworks. Our research focuses on
prehistoric craftsmanship, with emphasis on pyrotechnology.
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