
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

2017 12  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Abstract 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Study on the Design from Noh Songs found in Books of Design Patterns for Kosode 

 - Based on Materials from Classical Literature- 
 

Abstract 
 

Background 

The present study clarified how stories of classic Japanese literature are expressed in the patterns of 

Kosode (quilted silk garments) based on aspects of Noh theater culture in early modern times. This 

was done by looking at the Kosode that were worn by women as coats during the Edo period (1603–

1868). 

The Kojien Japanese Dictionary defines Kosode as “clothing that is like the typical dress with small 

cuffs. During the Heian period (794–1185), the nobles wore it as underwear beneath their tight sleeved 

kimonos. During the following Kamakura period (1185–1333), sleeves were added, and the samurai 

and common people aspired to this. Thus, it was worn both as an overcoat and as an undergarment. 

Since the late Muromachi period (1336–1573), women in samurai families casually wore Kosode 

without a hakama (long, skirt-like pants), and long Kosode were used as women’s formal 

overgarment called uchikake. Since early modern times, Kosode developed into something for the 

common people, and this was the predecessor of the modern kimono.” The present study has decided 

to adopt this way of looking at Kosode. Kosode were not garments that were only worn by a very small 

fraction of the population for a limited period of time. Because they were widely used over a long 

period of time, they are treated as something that occupies an important position in the history of 

clothing and accessories. 

If we define “design” as something that has normalized a “pattern” motif, Kosode becomes a form 

of design because it became used typically for formal dresses, with a variety of Kosode patterns being 

put on the dress. A large number of the combinations of Kosode patterns from the Edo period consist 

of Kosode that refer to classical literature like Japanese poetry, stories, and tales. 

Yoshimi Sasaki defines the literary patterns of Kosode as “patterns taken from stories, tales, poems, 

and performing arts, and their motifs are not simply for their own sake but also have designs that hint 

at the content and title of the literature they are referencing.” Yoshimi discusses them by dividing the 

literary patterns into the following six categories based on their origin: tales, poems, stories, 

performing arts, and others. Additionally, Yoshimi refers to designs from performance art as “things 

taken from Noh theater or songs, kabuki, or dramatic recitation accompanied by a shamisen”. In other 

words, performance art designs based on Noh and Noh songs are handled in the literary patterns 

category that refer to poetry and stories, and they are not referred to in the relationship between stories 

and Noh songs. However, there are different works for the Tale of Ise and Noh songs that are based 



on the Tale of Ise. The motif of the Kosode pattern would be different according to which of these art 

forms it was based on. The present study focused on this difference in design, and it defined designs 

that are dependent on tales as literary patterns and designs that are dependent on Noh songs based on 

tales as performance art designs. Then, it clarified what the motifs of the Kosode patterns are 

referencing in the literature by comparing the original text of the story and the poetry and prose from 

the Noh song.  

There have been many studies about design that have been done on topics beyond just Kosode, and 

a variety of design studies have been conducted concerning Japanese visual art and pictures. The 

design of Kosode is also a subject that has been studied in research on the cultural history of garments, 

and this type of research is quite meaningful. 

 

Research Objective and Methods 

The book of design patterns for Kosode that the present study is using is a book of samples that was 

presented by drapers to their customers as a catalog when they ordered a Kosode during the Edo period. 

There are few complete sets of these books, and originally, the sets comprised two, three, or five of 

these books that were passed down here and there. It is currently accepted that there are 120 different 

books of design patterns for Kosode in existence. The present study used 105 books of patterns that 

are part of the Tenri Central Library, the Kyoritsu Women’s University Library, and the Matsuzakaya 

Museum. There were 9,278 patterns from the Kambun era to the Kansei era (1667–1880) that were 

closely investigated, and the total number of designs based on Noh songs was calculated. The research 

methods used involved investigating all of the patterns listed in the books of patterns that could be 

examined. Then, motifs of the Kosode patterns that depended on story literature were analyzed using 

relevant materials like original texts of the stories, poetry and prose of Noh songs, illustrations of wood 

block books from the Edo period, waka and haikai (types of Japanese poetry), Chinese poetry, early 

Japanese poetry, and Noh plays. Finally, the relationship between literary patterns and performing arts 

designs was clarified. 

 

Organization of This Thesis 

The first chapter of the book is an introduction that describes the subject background, prior research, 

research methods, research objective, and organization of this thesis. 

The second chapter discusses the relationship between the popularity of Noh songs and Kosode 

designs. 

In the first section of the second chapter, the total number of designs based on Noh songs that are 

described in the 9,278 patterns present in the book of patterns for Kosode from the Kambun to Kansei 

eras (1667–1880) is presented. 

The second section in this chapter discusses the relationship between the designs based on Noh 



songs that are drawn on the Kosode and actual Noh performance based on the data from Furenagashi 

Onōgumi: A Complete List of Performers’ Names, which recorded the Noh productions within Edo 

castle. 

The third section in this chapter mentions Ihara Saikaku’s work, The Life of an Amorous Man, and 

the Danrin School of haikai poetry that was popular from the Kambun era until the Empou/Genroku 

era (1661–1704), and it discusses the impact that the popularity of Noh songs had on Kosode design.  

The fourth section in this chapter discusses the relationship between the motifs of Kosode designs 

based on Noh songs and the illustrations in Utai Suguroku, which illustrates Noh and Kyogen comic 

theater. 

The third chapter discusses the “Kakitsubata rabbit-ear iris” and the “Izutsu well crib” pattern that 

references the Tale of Ise.  

The fourth chapter discusses the “Matsukaze wind blowing through pine trees” pattern that is 

referred to in the Tale of Genji.  

The fifth chapter looks at why the Tale of the Heike, a war chronicle about men, became a design 

for Kosode. It also discusses six patterns (Ichiraihoushi, Nasu no Yoichi, Kogō, quiver, Nue, 

Rashōmon) that reference the Tale of Heike. 

The sixth chapter summarizes the things that were discussed in each section and states the 

conclusion. 

 

Conclusion 

The main discussion in this study presents the following : 

1) The song titles for designs based on Noh songs in the design pattern books for Kosode are the 

same as the names of the Noh programs traditionally performed in Edo Castle. 

2) The background for the popularity of Kosode designs based on Noh songs from the Kambun to 

the Empou/Genroku eras was a boom in the incorporation of the poetry and prose from Noh 

songs into the Danrin Haikai and Ukiyozoshi (realistic literature) of the time.  

 3) More than 80% of the designs from Noh songs in the book of Kosode design patterns and from 

the illustrations of Utai Sugoroku from the late Edo period depict similar motifs, and we can 

see a mutual understanding of these performance programs.  

4) The Kosode patterns that were based on the Tale of Ise were created from linked haikai and 

combinations of early Japanese poetry based on the poetry and prose of the Noh song or its 

interpretation. 

5) The poetry and prose of Matsukaze, which covered the Tale of the Genji, use lots of waka and 

compound poetic words. This became a motif for Kosode that used wind/pine tree 

(Matsukaze) patterns, and it shows the refined world of the dynasty from the Tale of Genji. 

6) The Kosode pattern motif based on the Tale of the Heike uses poetry and prose from the Noh  



song that originated from the Tale of Heike, and it depicts congratulations and celebration. 

 

Throughout this research, Kosode had artistic patterns based on short poems and performing arts 

patterns based on Noh songs. Thus, it became clear that they were not designed based on the original 

classical works themselves. This study resulted in the presentation of a new interpretation for the 

artistic patterns in Kosode based on specific examples concerned with the relationship between literary 

patterns and performing arts designs. 
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