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Study on the records about the Koshamain Battle in ‘Shinra-no-Kiroku’
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Koshamain battle is the war which broke out between Wajin (people having their roots in the main
land of Japan) and Ainu (people having their roots in Ezochi (present Hokkaido), the northern island
of Japan) in the Oshima peninsula of the southern Ezochi in 1457. It is the oldest war appeared in
historiced records.The Kakizaki clan, appeared as Matsumae in the Kinsei period, who won this
fighting, placed other Wajin powers under their rule. Although it is such an important event, we have
the only one historical record mentioning it, ‘Shinra-no-Kiroku’ which had come into existence at the
Kinsei period and was considered as reliable in previous studies.

In this paper, ‘Shinra-no-Kiroku’ was compared with other historical records, and examined to what
extent its descriptions are trustworthy. Consequently, it became clear that there are some doubts in
the descriptions concerning the location of Dounan-Juunitate (twelve castles of Wajin) and the time
of the migration to Ezochi of TAKEDA Nobuhiro, the ancestor of the kakizaki clan. It became also
clear that today’s common view on Koshamain battle is based on the historical records written in the
Meiji era.
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