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Suggesting the Phase Model for the Education for

Understanding Physical Disabilities and Developmental Disabilities

In this thesis, we structured a phase model for indicating the phase of education relating to
understanding physical disabilities and developmental disabilities and what kind of steps they
need to go through to learn about them .

Education for understanding physical disabilities starts with recognizing that there are
people who have different characteristics than ourselves. Then, we teach them about “items
used by people with disabilities and how they are used”. Furthermore, they learn that “people
with disabilities can live the same way as people without disabilities”. And then, they learn the
specifics of “the troublesome matters for people with disabilities in a daily life” as the
knowledge necessary for creating a society for living with people with disabilities, and “creative
ways to live for people with disabilities”. After that, they learn the “assistance methods to
help people with disabilities”. Through this kind of learning, children think more about “the
way of thinking on living with people with disabilities”.

In the education for understanding developmental disabilities, we make fictional character
who has characteristic behaviors displayed by children with developmental disability, and have
them think about how to interact with him. In addition to this instruction, we promote the
children to “realize” that “there are people who have characteristics that are different from
them”. After this instruction, we let them know “why they display behaviors that are different
from ourselves”. After that, they learn the specific “matters that people with disabilities are
troubled in daily lives”, and learn about what kind of assistance would help them. By
integrating those educations, we lead our students to think about “what they should do to be a

member of the same society who respects one another” and how the society needs to be changed.
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