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INTRODUCT I ON

The orliginal materials in this monograph were taken from my
master's thesis submltted to the University of Tsukuba In-
stltute of History and Anthropology in 1986. The present
monograph is written with two alms [n mind. One is to
provide forelgn researchers a baslc framework in the study
of Japanese contemporary coastal community. The other I|s an
attempt to analyze certain problems arising from the con-
tinuity of small-scale coastail fisheries In the context of
technological change In the past one hundred years. The
former Implles a methodology for the study of a post-peasant
fishing community in a highly developed and urbanized set-
ting. It proposes to locok at change from the view point of
urbanization and technology. Aside from fleld data, histori-
cal documents have been utilized In order to situate the
community In a historlco-developmental perspective, The lat-
ter provides an ethnographic picture of an enduring tradl-
tional small-scale fishing community that is threatened by
Industrial expansion,

This paper limits |ts discussion to the present socto-
economic c¢onditlon of Isozakl within the context
of the total structure of Nakaminato City. {sozakl Is a
small flshing community of 797 households. 1t ls located on
the northeastern part of the clity of Nakaminato, Ibaraki
Prefecture on the maintand of Honshu in Japan (see Map 1).

The method of research undertaken in this study Ils two-
fold:(a) an analysis of historical documents pertaining to
the rise of towns and citles along side the technological
devefopment of fisheries In this reglon, and (b} field re-
search through the participant-observatton method. The ac-
tual fleld research began In the middie of April 1986, In-
tensive investigation began from July to September. Sub-



sequent field vislts were undertaken to check ambiguous
data.

THE PROBLEM

The baslc problem posed by this paper is a methodological
one, i.e, how to study a flshing community in an urban set-
ting . Two major themes were taken into considerations: ur-
banization and fishing tradltion, both of which are
premised on a developmental perﬁpective. This researcher
beileves that in studylng a community, a village, a town, or
a clty In Japan, It should be seen in a historical perspec-
tive before a synchroni¢c study can be undertaken. Fishing
tradition means a body of accumulated knowledge which is
passed on from generation to generation within a soclo-
economic and environmental milleu. In a historical time
frame, the rlse of towns and the development of fishing
technology are contiguous to each other as society trans-
forms Itself and as man learns to refines his tools in har-
nessing his environment. As towns rise to prosperity, a
corresponding Increase In population and a gradua! expansion
of terrlitory have been observed in a number of samples the
world over. The growth of towns tend to form centers where
the main activities in socio-economic reproduction
predominate. Simultaneously, perlpheral areas tend to move
toward the central direction thus creating sub-centers or
sub-periphertes on Its close fringes and peripheries in its
outskirts. Among the centers, port towns, (Minato machi,
Minato) seem to be the most vulnerable to new ideas by
virtue of their role as crossroads to commerce and com-
munication., These towns are much more open and dynamic com-
pared to Inland towns.

This study can be best understood when discussing the notton



of peasantry. ©One of the early definitions of the term
peasantry in Anthropology was forwarded by A.L. Krober. He

defines the peasantry as part-societies, part-cultures who
are definitely rurat but live in relation to market towns.
They retaln thelr old identity, Integration and attachment
to the soil and their cult {Potter et.al., 1967:2}). The
structural notlon of town and country or market town and
rural community was further refined by Robert Redfield in
his ldea of folk-urban contlnuum which corresponded to
Little Traditlon and Great Tradition respectively. Both the
peasant soclety and the urban soclety comprised the total
structure. The peasant is sald to be a part of the larger
society and is used to the existence of the city (lbid.,11).
Raymond Filrth ( 1966:5) clarified the definition of peasant
with reference to peasant economy. He differentiated the
oriental peasant from hls occidental counterpart as one not
only undertaking land cultivation, but alsc engaging in
fisheries or or some other craft following the calendric
cycle. This oriental version of the peasant had earller been
defined in terms of the Japanese peasant community as
studied by John Embree in the 1930s. He noted:

A peasant community possesses many of the characteris-
tics of a preilterate soclety, e.g., an intimate local
group, strong kinship ties, and periodlc gatherings In
honor of some defied aspect of the environment. On the
other hand, |t represents many Iimportant differences
trom the simplier socleties; each little peasant group
s part of a farger nation which controls its economic
11fe, enforces a code of law from above, and, more
recentliy, requires education 1n national schools. The
economlc basis of llfe is pot conditioned entirely by
the local requirements but by the nation, through
agricultural advisers. The farmer's crop is adjusted
to the needs of the state { Embree, 1972:xx).



More than 50 years !ater, Embree's peasant community is now
situated in a highly industrialized and urbanized society.
Inspite of the post-peasant nature of the communities, the
characteristics of intimacy of local groups, strong kinship
ties, as well as the reguiar gatherings in honor of the vil-
lage god, the notion of that community in the past may still
be workable. This is true in Isozaki. One reason for
lsozaki's continuity may be in its communal ownership of the
means of production, in this case, access to a specific
fishing territory. Concretely, communal ownership is best
exemplified in the mechanism of cooperation among neighbor-
ing household groups and extended kinship ties. Taking into
consideration the peasant and post-peasant character of
Isozaki and its position as a peripherat area in the whole
structure of Nakaminato and the marginality of its fishing
production in terms of the c¢city's total production, lIsczaki
is able to maintain a certain degree of economic indepen-
dence and cultural integrity. Yet, as part of the wider
society it Is being threatened by the encroaching process of
industrialization,

The question that this study would like to answer is two-
foid: First, as a marginal community, what are the reasons
for \1isozaki's independence from Minato' aggressive capital
and market penetration? Second, what are the possible
reasons behind the continued existence small-scale coastal
fisheries?



PART | CONNECTIQONS
CHAPTER | A TOTAL STRUCTURE OF NAKAMINATOQ CITY
THE SETTING

Nakaminato is located in the Pacific Coast of (baraki
Prefecture, 110 kilometers from Tokyo. Situated in the
middie of the Prefecture's 160-kilometer coastline where the
Naka River empties, the city has an area of 25.98 square
kilometers. ©On its northeastern part is a continuous table
fand rising from 20 to 25 meters above sea level. On this
elevated land are residential houses, agricultural lands,
nills, and forests. The climate, favorable for agricul -
ture, is generally warm with an average temperature of 12.9
degrees centigrade. The main agricultural product is sweet
potatoes which are usually sliced and sun-dried in November
and Decemper (lIbaraki-ken Nakaminato-shi, 1985:38).

Nakaminato City has a rich coastal and marine environment.
The marine life off its coast brings sufficient Income for
seasonal fishing activities. The coast faces the Kashima
Cpen Sea where the oyashio 'cold currents from the north'
and the kuroshio 'warm currents from the south' meet,
Migratory species of sanma 'saury pike' and iwashi 'sardine!'
are trapped and caught within this convergence called
shionome 'current rip'. The presence of these currents
e¢nable Nakaminato to have tropical, sub-tropical, and tem-
perate marine species.

According to the 1980 National Census (Nakaminato-shi,
1983:6), the c¢ity has a population of 33,324 or 8,778
households with an average of 3.87 persons per househoid
(see Table 1).



In a twenty-year span {1960-1980), agriculture and fisheries
are among the declining industries in terms of manpower
statistiecs. In contrast, constructton, manufacturing, retati
business, and service industries have Increased (labor force
in the fisheries decreased from 2,304 workers in 1960 to
1,438 workers in 1970, and finally to a mere 728 workers in
198Q).

HisTorRY OF NAKAMINATO CITY

From PoORT Town TO CITY

The present day Nakaminato City started as a small port toﬁh
in the Edo Period, called Nakamura., Its mura 'viltage'
status later was elevated to machli ‘town' and called Minato
machi. The machi was composed of Nana-chome, Wada-cho, and
Ushikubo (these blocks form the present Minato or in the

past, the Kyu minato 'old port' ). 1t gained more ter-
ritories in 1950 by acquiring Hetano mura, and Yanagisa
mura. In 1954, Nakaminato machi, Hiralse machi, Maehama

myra, and Mawatari mura were all combined to form Nakaminato
City (see Diagram 1)}. The city is now divided into four
districts: Minato-cho, Hiraiso-cho, lsozaki-cho, and
Ajigaura-cho (see Map 2).

The origin of the word Nakaminato is derived from the name
of the river and the role it had as a port in ancient times.
The earliest record indicating the existence of Minato goes
as far back as 1355. |t was only in the beginning of the Edo
Period {(1603-1868) that a place called Minato became popular
as a trading port., The port played as an entreport between
Edo and the far flung regions of Quchi {now Tohoku) and
Ezochi (now Hokkaido} in the north (Horiguchi,1885:1-11).

The inland waterways and the sea lane via Minato facilitated



a safe and efficient exchange of goods between the north and
the south. The development of .a railway network paralyzed
the once active riverine highways. Among the major effects
of this change were the bankruptcy of the shipping agencies
and the graduat decline of trading houses. The port turned
to the tobacco industry only to be monopolized 20 years
later by the government. It was only after the tobacco col-
lapse that the port town turned to fishing as its main in-
dustry. The industry dealt with actual fishing, marine food
processing, and trading of marine products. From the early
1960s to the present, sea food such as boiled octopus and
frozen food are its main product. According to the 1980
statistics 20 percent of the total production in the city
is attributed to sea-food processing industry.

HisTorY oF FIiSHING

The beginning of fishing in Minato has been attributed to
the popular belief that the black currents moving from
southern Japan towards the north brought fishermen from
Kishu {now Wakayama) to Choshi {Chiba) and move upwards to
the tbaraki coast '. The Kishu fishermen were supposed to
have taught the Choshi and tbaraki inhabitants one method of
fishing. The earliest recorded account of net fishing dates
back to the early part of the 17th century. The people
were engaged actively in aguriami 'lampara net' which was
first introduced to the village head of Isohama {now Owarai}

1. Basic material pertaining to the history of fishing was
taken from an article by lchiro Kashimura, "History of
Nakaminato Fisheries". Unfortunately, no source have been
affixed on a photocopy of the article which | obtained from
Nakaminato City Hall. Unless otherwise noted, information
regarding this subject is taken from Kashimura's article.



and spread to the 17 villages of Mito. The aguriami was
later revised and named hatsuzakaam: 'eight-sloped net'.
There were other native nets that the villagers used, for
instance, the kojiami 'small tongue-shaped net'.

Initially large-scale net fishing was confined to the
aminushi ' net owners' who were also landowners. But when
trading in the port town prospered, merchants invested in
fisheries. They hired a sendo 'fishing leader' to manage

and join the fishing group on their behalf. This approach
was different from the past when boat owners rode and fished
with their men. The merchants in this status was called oka
no oyakata 'absentee owner'. The new absentee boat owneTr
secured his position through (i) kakeuri, a form of advance
money given to a fishermen to guarantee his participation in
the fishing expedition, and (ii) the acquisition of fishing
rights over certain territories, boat, equipment, c¢rew, and
mujin a form of lottery savings. Fishing calendar was from
March to September for bonito angling; September to Apri
for tuna long lining; and August to October for saury pike.
Big boats caught sardines and bonito. Due to an over
supply of sardines, these species were converted into fer-
tilizer.

The catch was shared 60:40, 60 for the owner of the boat
and equipment while the rest was divided in the following
fashion: 2-3 shares for the sendo, 1.5 shares for the main
crew, and 0.2-0.6 share to the ordinary fishermen, A small
portion of the catch was given to the fishermen for okazu
'viand' (Kashimura,n.d.:135,137 and in Nakaminatoshi
Shi,1977). As new boats and new nets were used, the share
of the common fishermen further decreased. The 60:40 sharing
agreement continued but the owner now gets 4-5 shares from
the 40 as his share from the use of new gadgets. During the
first decade of this century, larger boats were built. As a



result, fishing grounds expanded, in the Mieji Period
{1868-1912) fishing was done as far as Miyage in the north
and Chiba in the south. As a consequence fishermen worked
away from home and soid their okazu 'viand' shares. Along
side this change, new species and new fishing calendar was
sought and folillowed. Annual fishing activity was divided
into three periods: (i) haru shoku 'spring employment'

from January to April for tuna fishing, (i1} natsu shoku
'surmer employment! from May to September for bonito pole

and [ine, and {(iii) aki_shoku 'autumn employment' from Sep-
tember to November for saury pike and sardines.

The latter part of the Meiji Period saw one of the greatesi
sea disaster in the Kashima Open Sea. A storm in March, 1910
resulted in the loss or damaged of 23 boats; of the 1447
persons on board, 556 died or were flost at sea; only 829
were saved (Satoh,1983).

The above incident underscored the need to fully modernized
the industry and look closer into the welfare of the common
fishermen. By 1928 stee! boat construction had began.
Fishing grounds further expanded to Miyakoe (lwate
Prefecture), and to Hachiojima (Tokyo}. Preservation
facilities such as refrigerators, oxygenated tanks and
refrigerated warehouses were promoted. However, an increase
in capital investment meant a further slide in the
fisherman's share. Out of the original 40 share for the
fishermen, onakakeihi 'operationa! expenses', i.e., cost of
fuel and baits were deducted from the gross income before
the 60:40 spiit.

Ironically, fishing efficiency and abundance of sardines
resulted in iwashi tairyo bimbo 'poverty due to over produc-
tion of sardines' between 1932 and 1842, During this period
sharing was 50:50. However, there were more deductions for
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office mangement, gnakakeihi and cost for the maintenance of
boats and nets.

During the war years, not much fishing was possible since
the mititary took controt of the boats for the war effort.
After the war, the OQOccupation Forces prohibited offshore
fishing but later Jifted the prohibition when the condition
of pacification was stable. Boat owners were encouraged to
increase their tonnage and boat building boom ensued. This
period also saw fishermen unrest, or unionism and union
busting, poverty due to over production of saury pike, and
a genera) decline in the gross income of Nakaminato, Steel
boat utilization was very evident Iin the 1960s. Magurop
haenawa 'tuna long lining' with several lines of 10
kilometer long tines signaled the shift from inshore
fisheries to high seas fisheries. Maguro haenawa was con-
ducted in the Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean and the Indian
Ocean. As fishing technology advanced so did the labor dis-
putes between management and workers., ., The problem in the
industry became more evident in the 1970s when the energy
crisis and and the 200-miie fishing limit greatly reduced
the volume of {fish production. large boat owners sold their
rights until only a few of them were teft. Meanwhile many

unemployed fishermen became individual coastal! fishermen.

PRESENT STATE oF FISHERIES

Fisheries in Nakaminato today is no longer a progressive in-
dustry as reflected in the significant decrease in the num-
ber of households engaged in fishing. The 1983 local census
revealed a decrease in households engaged in fishing in
Minato, Hiraiso, and Isozaki (lIbaraki-ken Nakaminato-
shi,lbid,:9). The Isozaki area has 57 households or 4.2 % of
the total, Hiraiso area has 48 households or 3.5% of the to-
tal, and Minato area has 22 households or a meager 0.35% of

1



the total.

Most of these fishing households augment their !ivelihood by
other forms of activity such as kitchen or backyard
vegetable gardening, construction work, factory work inn-
keeping, leisure fishing and boat cruising, and some farm
work . Fishermen in the three areas are organized into fish«
ing cooperative associations . The expioitation of marine
resources has always been under the protective care of the
local people and the state. The Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry through the Gyogyo Kyodo Kumiai
'Fishing Cooperative Association' (kumiai hereon) has
promulgated laws and agreement based on their respective lg-
cal customary laws and the present ecological factors af-

fecting the performance of fishing activity. For instance,
in some seasons certain gears are used to catch only
specific species. Some kinds of nets are nat allowed in
some fishing grounds {see Map 3). Such regulations have
resulted in a fishing calendar that follows a conservation
perspective and respect for local boundaries among fishing

cooperative associations {see Table 2).

CHAPTER |} INTERCOMMUNITY STRUCTURES

CHARACTERISTICS OF FISHERIES

Fishing could be characterized from the point of view of
technology, management system, and labor needs. Fishing
technology refers to the type of boat and the equipment
needed to undertake fishing. Management system refers to
the size of bDoat and the number cf people needed tO operate
the boat, and the operation of the boat itself. Furthermore,
households that operate each boat fall into three
categories: exclusive, mainly, and marginal fishing
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househoids. These categories respectively mean that the
household derives its source of income solely from fishing;
a household derives its income mostiy in fishing but have
other sources of Iliveiihood, and a household derives its
minor income from fishing while its major source comes from
other sources.

Bearing the three points, the three areas may be charac-
terized as lsozaki type-- coastal-oriented fishing that con-
centrates mainly in fishing which utilizes less than one
ton and three to five ton class boats (known as kobune and
kogata sen, respectively), where the household is the
mainstay of labor needs. Hiraiso type-- mostly offshore
fishery where exclusive and mainly fishing occupations occur
side by side. As a consequence, a dual technoleogy in terms
of tonnage of three to five ton and 100-200 ton class boats
are used thus calling for a labor from within and without
the household. Minato type-- open sea fishing that supports
small-scale and large-scate fisheries as indicated by the
occupational structure wherein exclusive and mainly fishing
come into the picture. Due to the fact that this open sea
type of fisheries require large boats, a large number of
employees is also needed {see Table 3}.

Based on statistics between 1939-19722 the historical fish-
ing grounds of the three areas reveal that Isozaki special-
ized in coastal fisheries; Hiraiso concentrated in ter-
ritorial as well as neighboring prefecture offshore

2. Basically the data was taken for the years 1939, 1955,
1973, and 1979. These years were the most complete in terms
of the three areas that were compared.The following scurces
were espectively consulted: Usui,1982:249-50;
KNKITJJ,1956:84-87; and TNKITJJ,1980:22-27,58-63.



fisheries; and Minato pursued overseas fisheries. Coastal
fisheries involved the use of kobune 'dingy boat' with
sokobikiami 'traw! net', the diving for sea shells and
abalones, and the gathering of seaweeds. Its fishing
grounds are up to 200 meters away from the coast. Offshore
or aoffing fisheries along territorial waters use katsuo ip-
pontsuri, maguro haenawa, sanma boukeami, makiami

'sorrounding net' and others. It is undertaken in areas 200
meters away from the neighbouring prefecture or near the
prefectures of Fukushima, Iwate Chiba and Shizuoka. Open
seas or overseas fisheries go beyond territorial waters of
the prefecture and the country. The technologies utilized
are teichigyogyc 'stationary fisheries', large-scale bonito
pole and line, tuna long lining, and saury pike stick-held
dip net among others.

The forms of fTisheries mentioned earlier are directly corre-
lated to the occupational structure, the management unit,
and the employment structure. This reveals a correspondence
in terms of the mode of production as to what forms of tech-
nology are to be used. In the data taken between 1870 and
19793 (See Tables 4,5 and B}, Sixty-one percent of lIsozaki
fishermen fall under the category of mainly fishing. Al -
though fishing is the major portion of their income, it does
not support the household. In the |sozaki area, fishermen's
wives cultivate small kitchen gardens and work as part-
timers in fish processing factories in the nearby towns of
of Owarai during the off-fishing season. Some aliso work for
relatives who own sweet potato gardens during the harvest
3. Fishing occupational structure in Japanese statistics is

categorized as gyogyo nomi, gyogyo ga shu, and gyogyo ga ju
or exclusively fishing, mainly fishing, and marginally fish-

ing respectively.
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and drying season. When fishing is not so productive,
fishermen either repair tools, go with bigger boats for open
sea fishing, or find part-time work in construction sites
and factortes.

Hiraiso shares both exclusive fishing, 42 percent, and
mainly fishing,43 percent, as its dominant occupational
forms, This indicates an advanced form of economic
specialization since fisheries can support at l|east almost
haif of those engaged in it. This maybe due to the presence
of large portions of agricultural lands under cultivation,

Minato area shows mainiy fishing at 50 percent and ex-
¢clusive fishing at 30 percent. Mainly fishing accounts for
the small boat owners while the latter, exclusive fishing,
refers to those engaged in overseas fisheries., Both groups
have their own particular kumial.

In a wider view, the |sozakl and Hiraiso areas can be
characterized as engaged in hanno-hanggyo 'half agriculture-
half fishing'; Hiraiso differs slight!y since it is in full-
time exclusive fisheries. The Minato area is involved in
large scale fisheries in one extreme and small scale-
fisheries which is mainly fishing, in the other extreme.

Management unit here refers to the size of the fishing ves-
sel. Vessel size can dictate the type of fisheries it could
undertake and the number of crew it could accommodate and
its corresponding labor needs in the harbor. If we look at
Table 4, it shows that Isozaki are is heavily concentrated
in the kofune and kogata type boats. The Miraiso area is
predominantly in the kogata and ogata 'large' type boats,

and the Minato area is strong in the ogata boat specially
between 200-ton and 500-ton boats.

15



Fifty percent of lsozaki households depend upon family
labor . This household enterprise consists of the fisher-
man, his wife, and a son or a relative who will succeed the
fisherman. The average number of people in this household is
usually 2.5 persons,

The Hiraiso area has a duwal structure of labor that is de-
pendent on both family and outside labor. MNote that fish-
ing household that derives its income mainly from fishing is
supplied by family labor while exclusive fishing housegholid
depends upon outside labor.

The Minato area shows that a majority of fishermen are
empioyed by big ocean-going vessels. In other words,
employed fisherman predominate the labor requirements of
large scale-fishing activities (see¢ Table 6).

If we compare the changes in the number of boats and tan-
nage, in the twenty-vear span, 1960-1980, it is safe to say
that fishing as a major source of income was comparatively
stable. Particularly in Isozaki, such changes brought about
committed fishing households who not only fished, but found
alternative sources of income in factory work, tourism-
related business, etc. At present lsozaki fishermen are
catching particular species of fish such as flat fishes,
flounders and other bottom fishes intended for the gourmet
market in Tokyo. This type af household survived due to
their flexibility in combining jobs and catching particular
species of fish for a specific market. Comparing further the
occupational structure {see Graph 1) and the management
unit (see Graph 2} in terms of boat tonnage in a twenty-year
peritod, it maybe sald that inspite of the declining number
of households engaged in fishing, those who stayed combined
various jobs with fishing. The lIsozaki FCA report of 1984
{Nakaminato-shi Kikakubu Hen, 1988) noted that there were 58

16



kobune owners, and 17 kogata sen owners, At the time of
this fieldwork, kobune decre&sed by two while kogata sen
remained unchanged. The total income did not come from fish-
ing alone, but from minor sources such as kitchen gardening
and inn-keeping among others, Comparing the percentages of
increase of the kobune and kogata incomes, kobune operators
iegistered a high percentage increase from other sources
other than income from fishing while kogata operators had a
high percentage increase from fishing income outside
porefectural waters, The latter is logical since kogata
fishermen need to fish far from the coast to earn a viable
income, Yet on the whotle, considering the total income, the
percentage of income for kobune is higher than that of
kogata inspite of the fact that they have very close rates
of increase in terms of fishing expenditure {lbaraki-ken
Nakaminato-shi,lbid.:52).

CHAPTER |11 STRUCTURAL CHANGE

THE Economy

There have been some fundamental changes in fisheries in the
past century., The institution of aminushi ‘net-owner' vis-
a-vis funanushi 'boat-owner' has been transformed into inde-
pendently coperating groups. The fishing grounds which used
to be confined in the shore and offshore areas expanded as
far as the Seven Seas. Migratory sardines that were con-
sidered prime catch have been replaced by shallow and bot-
tom species intended for the gourmet market. Boats that were
made of wood are now Dbuilt with steel or fiber glass
materials. Fishing equipment that needed 40 people to
operate have been replaced by mechanized rollers and winders
that only one person can manage. These changes mostly took

17



place in the Minato area and to a certain extent, in the
Hiraiso area. The peripheral zones' social relations was
not really affected since they continued to engaged in
small-scale fisheries. This does does not mean that tech-
nological innovations dig not affect them. They, in fact,
slowly adopted some innovations that were useful, for ex-
ample, net rollers, wireless communication equipment, radar,
fish finders, and others. However, ¢on the whole, they were
flexible in accommodating innovations that were useful and
thus hetped sustain an egalitarian social relations which
could have been jeopardized due to the introduction of such
innovations. For instance, Arne Kalland observed that the
advent of modernization during the Meiji Restoration brought
about the decline of the power of amimoto 'net group'. He
cited three reasons: (i} increased economic opportunities
and a wider range of objects avaiiable for investments, (ili}
increased physical and social mobility, and (iti}) changses of
the laws and administrative apparatus (19880:2)., This gave
way to as more egalitarian organization of the fisheries and
to the establishment of fishing associations that had con-
trol over three resources: capital, market, and fishing
rights (ibid., 2-3).

In the past Isozaki's mode of production was basicatlly
oriented to both the land and the sea. Fishing and farming
were the main forms of subsistence. The products were not
directly linked to the market. The fishermen owned and
managed their boats, while in certain seasons of the year
when fishing was not possible, they undertook small-scale
cultivation. The kind of social structure that evoived out
of this condition was semi-feudal where the kosaku 'small
cultivator' was at the same time the boat owner and fisher-
man whose acess to the land and the sea is through payments
of rents or taxes to the village administration.
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Hiraiso, on the other hand, had a definte feudal structure
where the landlord undertook both farming and fishing simuli-
taneously, utilizing the peasants as cultivators (kosaku}
and fishermen. The social structure is characterized as
jinushi 'landlord' type. The Jinushi controlled the kosaku
who later became norikumiin 'boat crew' when larger boats
were used.

Minato, the center of the region, basicaliy engaged in mer-
cantile trade where fishing was a minor industry. At the
height of trading, merchants invested in fishing until
finally it became its major industry. Merchants turnqq
funanushi and was assisted by a sendo in managing the boat.
This produced the oka no oyakata 'background boat owner' who

indirectly controlled the funakata through the sendo. This
transformation is reflected in the Diagram 2 in which the
nature of production and the social arrangement played im-
portant roles.

The changes that developed in fishing technology, €.g., from
wasen 'wooden boat' to steel boat, further intensified the
social animosity between the bpat owners and the crew in the
Minato and Hiraiso areas specially when fish was not used as
food but as industrial fertilizer (sardine was converted
inte guano}. Furthermore, the utilization of larger sail
boats and bigger nets developed a hierachical structure
among boat crews, As investments for boats and equipment
increased, the shares for each of the crew decreased. In
the Hiraiso area, fishermen's income was supplemented by
kitchen garden cuttivation,

Since Isozaki had the lowest productivity among the three
fish extracting areas, the market mechanism within the
city could not dictate on lsozaki. lsozaki is a negligible
producer in terms of the whole production system of the
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coast.
CULTURE AND SOGIETY

At present the positions of the three areas are reflected in
their village ambiance and in the performance of their fes-
tivals. The peripherat zones (lsozaki and Ajigaura) ex-
emplify the Little Tradition while the core zone {Minato)
posses the Great Tradition. Hiraiso which maybe charac-
terized as being in the middle of these two extreme poles.
tspozaki and Ajigaura have a quiet viltage center with only a
long line of street shops that does not qualify to be oailﬁq
a shotengai '"shop lined street'. This commercial center sup-
ports only the basic necessities of the two areas. Hiraiso
has something that can be called a shotengai. Along the
main street, old aminushi houses still stand. There are no
such houses in lsozaki and Ajigaura . The present ambiance
of Hiraiso could have been Minato before the war. The
present Minato has the trappings of a city atmosphere. 1ts
shopping area is clearly demarcated; food processing fac-
tories is located in a special zone along the water front.
Old buildings with roofs painted bilack still smell of sake
'rice wine' and fish.

VILLAGE FESTIVAL

Another difference between the three areas is in the way
they celebrate their matsuri ‘'village festival'., It is
during these festivals that the people thank their gods and
agaln ask them for a suwccessful crop for the next harvest.
Festivals of harvests are manifestations community
solidarity where the relations are renewed among community
members and with their environment and their gods. Summer
festival is the biggest celebration in the city, Generally,
it is performed with a two-day procession around the town
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carrying an omikoshi 'portable shrine' and dashi 'mobile
fioats', In celebrating the summer festival, each community
has a different ambiance, Isozaki has a restrained gaiety.
The streets specially the one that leads to Sakatsura Jinja
was decorated with white paper and bamboo brances . Each
block association decorated their floats and went around the
town inviting people to join their celebration, The dashi
ornamented by young girls singing and playing musical in-
struments of drums and flutes, stop at the houses of their
patrons (sponsors who have given some amount of money for
the funding of the celebration), and the young boys and
girls dance on top of the floats. I1sozaki does not possess
a viflage omikoshi. The omikoshi in Sakatsura Jinja betonds
to the ujiko 'parishioner' of Hiraiso. Isozaki and Hiraiso
are both parishioners of Sakatsura Jinja. Yet each block as-
sociation of lsozaki maintain a miniature portable shrine.

Hiraiso celebrated its festival in an atmosphere of bois-
terous merriment., Its floats were much more older looking
and ornate than that of Isozaki's. Aside from the float and
portable shrine, Hiraiso also had a kagura 'sacred float’
that stopped at houses who requested bilessing from the
gods. Minato is very proud of its long history of summer
festival. It has the oldest omikoshi and a special rite of
sea water purification is done by the youth at the end of
the festival. The matsuri is very colorful and showed much
fanfare and affluence. The brightiy decorated floats were
graced by the presence of hired geishas, According to
isozaki and Hiraisc residents, they hired in the past but
economic condition and prohibitive fees prevent them from
doing so today. Children now play the drums and sing in
ptace of the geishas. The most spectacular festival is
definitely that of Minato, followed by Hiraiso, Iscozaki,
and Ajigaura,
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FEsTivaL ORGAN1ZATION

The Nakaminato village festivals' organizational structure
is based on age-grade classesd .| ldeally, the age-grading
system is an egalitarian way of status-roie differentiation,
as one gets older, one's status rises. The organization
committee is headed by the saijicho 'festival head' who is a
titular leader and usually a respected man in the community.
He belongs to the osewanin 'honorable patron' class of
senior citizens in the 55-year-old age bracket. Below Iis a
group of osewanin whose is in the same age bracket as the
leader, The leader and gsewanin plan the festival in con-
junction with the shrine awthorities. The osewanin take
charge of collecting membership fees from households or-
ganized into buraku associations. Under the honorable
patrons are the sewanin 'patron' with ages ranging from 40-
50 years old, They implement the plans of the elders and
sypervise street traffic during festival day. Further down
the tine are the wakaren 'young adult' married men who are
above 30 years old but less than 40 years old. They carry
the omikoshi and pull the dashi. The number of officers in
the osewanin-sewantin-wakaren age grouping depend on the num-

ber of buraku association. For example, Shimizu-cho In
Hiraiso has 250 households with 40 osewanin, 20 sewanin, and
20 wakaren, In both Minato and Hiraiso areas, these age-
groups are composed of rich and distinguished members of the
community such as merchants, professionals, or politicians,
In lsozaki they are fishermen, shopkeepéers, blue collar-
workers, or farmers., The composition of the organizing com-
mittee reflects the population compos}tion of each area.

4. For a more detailed discussion on age-grade system see
Edward Norbeck's "Age-grading in Japan"” in American
Anthropologist 1953,55:373-384.
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SUMMARY

The various f[inkages that the core and the periphery have
undergone through time have been discussed. For one, the
core has penetrated the fishing industry which was once the
main activity in the peripheral zones. It has also subor-
dinated the traditional markets by absorbing the produce
within the market system of the old port town. It also made
the periphery as a source of cheap part-time f[abor for its
seafood processing industry. Yet, inspite of this penetra-
tion, not all peripheral communities became totally depen-
dent to the core, as exemplified by Isozaki and its con-
tinued existence as a marginal coastal fishing community.,
Isozaki's products did not reach sizable amount for the
core's market. It produced for its own consumption and
searched its own market, Paradoxically, the part-time jobs
available in the core area provided for extra (ncome during
the off-fishing season for the periphery. Seasonal
livelihood in the form of tourism-related service industry
also enabled the periphery to subsist.
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PART Il DISJUNCTION

CHAPTER IV 1S0ZAK| COASTAL FISHERIES

METHODS AND GEARS

The fishermen of Isozaki undertake three general types of

fishing techniques5 : sashiami 'gill net', tsuri 'hook and
line' and hikiami ‘'trawl net'. Gill net is a kind of net-
ting which is spread in a rectangular fashion in the water
to intercept and gill and entangl!e fish. In l1sozaki, the
most commonly used net is the sokobiki sashiami 'bottom
gill net', The boat used is kobune of less than one ton

and operated by one man. This boat fish in waters with a
depth of 30-80 meters.

Hook and line fisheries is the most versatile of the tools
used by Isozaki fishermen. It can be undertaken in deep
seas, strong currents, and rocky bottoms. Two kinds of
tsuri  'hook and line' have been observed in lsozaki: (i)
ippontsuri 'pole and line' and haenawa 'long lining or trawl
lining'. Principally, lippontsuri is composed of one strong
line, several hooks, a weight balance, and some accessories.
For instance, netsukigyo ippontsuri 'toggle for suspending a
pouch from the line' and akaika ippontsuri 'red squid long
line' with a bulb attachment that is encased in a water-

proof container, are a few modified gears. Haenawa line is
towed on the surface or the near surface of the water with
hooks at the end of the [ine. This long iine or trawi |ine

5, For a detailed description see Zayas, C.N. 198§,
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is of two kinds: (i) drift ftong line, e.g., tako taru
nagashi ‘octopus barrel drift, fong line' and (ii) bot-
tom long !ine, e€.g., tal uki haenawa 'sea bream bottom long
line'. Another varijation of of trawling called korobashi
use gears made of steel pole with many hooks that moves
through an aid of a wheel-iike contraption,

There are two kinds of trawl nets: ebi itabikiami 'shrimp

bottom trawl'net using a rake-iike contraption attached to a
pocket net'. There are other forms of fisheries besides
these major ones that have been mentioned., Traps or weirs
called anago sen ‘'sea eel weir' and saibo 'abalone diving'
by awabitori 'abalone divers' are also. These various
fisheries specify the type of boats that are used and the
time of the year they are to be undertaken. In consultation
with the local fishermen the fishing calendar have been for-
mulated (Table 2).

MAR INE RESOURCES

The marine resources of the Isozaki area are controlled by
the kumiai. Territorial waters stretch from the tip of the
cape to about a radius of 1,000 meters toward the open sea.
Various species of fishes inhabit this water. From the
senkai 'shallow waters' which is 20 meters outwards,
seaweeds and shellfish can be gathered. From 10-20 meters
abalone, mussels and wild oysters abound. From 50 meters
further out are species of rock fish such as mebaru 'gray
rock cod', kasago 'cabezon', ainame 'rock trout', suzuki
'sea bass', sayori 'half beak', and others. Species of flat
fish such as hirame and karei are found 100 meters away.
From 200 meters out, there are gaba 'mackerel'., From 400-

600 meters further are sanma, aka ika, katsuo, meji 'young
tuna', okiami ‘'krill', ika 'cuttle fish', anago 'sea eel',

shirasu 'white bait', and others.
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Fisuing GROUNDS AND LABOR NEEDS

There are two types of coastal fisheries engan gyogye
'coastai fishing' and kinkai gyogve 'near waters fishing'.
Engan gyogyo could be done for a day but kinkai gyoegyo can
take a week or more. Fishermen engaged in engan fisheries
ysuvally own less than three-ton boats which are equipped
with aides that make fishing efficient, €.9., wireless radio
communication , radar, fish searcher,and robin roliers. They
engage in gil! netting, trawling, long lining, and angling .
To be viable it needs at least two persons, a man and his
wife, Fishermen who do kinkai fisheries own more than
three-ton but less that five-ton boats, They undertake
various forms of hook and line, {ong line, boat seine and
other forms of trawiing. The most ideal number of labour
force for this type of fishing is three, e.g., a man, his
wife, and another male who could either his successor or a

hired employee.

Engan fisheries is similar to a sedentary form of subsis-
tence. Almost 70 percent of the total work is spent on the
shore, thus it is conducive to informal group formations.
Fishermen mingle with each other easily specially since
their boats are moored side by side, Kinkai fisheries, on
the other hand, is like a semi-nomadic form of livelihood.
Fishermen spend most of their time at sea. Most of the con-
tact with other fishermen is possibie onily among band mem-
bers. Kinkai fisheries own more than three-ton but less than
five-ton boats. These boats coordinate their fishing ex-
pedition and travel together to fishing grounds of their
choice. This band is headed by the most knowledgeable man
who is also much older than band members.

Inspite of the viability of fishing as a major source of
household income, its seasonality demands minor sources, of
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income in order to reproduce an annual fishing cycle. To
suppliement their incomes, Isozaki households have resorted
to at least 11 job combinations with fisheries that range
from tourism-reliated business, vegetable gardening, part-
time work in farms and factories, (see Table 7), and others.

FisHing COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

As stated elsewhere, fishing activities revolve around the
regulations handed down by the fishing cooperative associa-
tion. An old fisherman looks at the relationship between the
kumiat and the fisherman as an ovya ko ‘'parent-chiigd”
relationship. As a governing body of the fishermen, the
kumiai regulates the use and the exploitation of its ter-
ritorial water resources, issues licenses for the use of
less than five ton boats and its facilities. It aiso
markets the catch, buys equipment in bulk, and retails them
to members at cheaper prices. Through the funds and the
license fees, the annual dues of its members and the per-
centage from the catch, the kumiai functions administra-
tively. The kumial is governed by a five-man board headed
by a chairman, all of whom are selected by reguiar members
for a term of three years. The board is assisted by a stafft
of ten who do clerical work and the marketing of the catch.
The association is composed of three smaller Kumiai: (i)
kogata sen kumiai with 17 members, (ii} kobune kumiai with
56 members and (iii) saibo kumiai, a group of abalone divers
numbering 19 who are also either with the kogata or kobune
kumiai. There are two auxiliary groups within the FCA: (i}
fujin-bu, an association of fisherman's wives and (iti)
kenkyu kai which is a study group for improving their gears
and skill and where young fishermen learn fishing skills
from their elders { see Diagram 3),
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the FCA requires residency in the area,
knowledge and devotion to fishing, and ownership of a boat.
Prospective applicants go on apprenticeship with a regular
member, but the sons who will inherit their father's posi-
tion and who have trained under their fathers are almost al-
ways accepted. There are two kinds of membership within the
assoclfation: regular and semi-regular members. The former
derive their major income from fishing while the latter get
a minor portion of their income from fishing. At present
there are 67 regular members while eight are semi-members,
Membership acceptance Is decided by the rijikai 'board of
directors' of the FCA,

SMALLER ASSOCIATIONS WITHIN THE KuMmia]

Koebune kumiai member boats are moored side by side on the
western section of the harbor. This mooring place is called

funashikiba (funahikiba in standard Japanese). Each mooring

space is inherited from father to son or his successor. Ac-
cording to am old fisherman, mooring positions have been
determined since the Melji Period. In this space an infor-
mal grouping has been observed. It is a group of five
neighboring boats similar to tonari_ gumi 'neighborhood
association', Each member exchange goods and services. Each
group is named in an ordinai manner from north to south,
e.g. dai~ichi gumi, dai-ni gumi and dal-san_ gumi, first
group, second group and third group respectively.

There are three main cooperative endeavors that each gumi
'group' undertakes., First, when a boat leaves port an extra
hand is needed to push it toward the water. Anyone in sight,
specially a fellow gumi, has the duty to help push the boat
out. In the same manner it is one's fellow member's obliga-

28



tion to pull it back with the help of a winchi 'mechanized
pultey' when it returns to shore. Second, since a major
portion of the work on shore is cleaning the net, those
who finish earlier help the others. Cooperative work in net
cleaning is important because there is a deadline for the
fish to be brought to the FCA market. Live fishes are
placed in oxygenated tanks of the kumiai and the dead ones
need immediate refrigeration or ice. Third, fune no tsuvo
'bean paste soup' seasoned with the day's catch is prepared

by one of gumi members. The soup is later shared in a con-
vivial breakfast. While the fishermen's wives continue
cleaning the nets, gumi members eat their breakfast and
share the fune no_tsuyo. These are some of the observed cg-
operative endeavors shared by each members. There are
other ways of sharing among fellow fishermen, finding a
fishing spots, for instance, There are several occasions
when the fisherman compared notes on the basis of the data
registered in the electronic fish searcher, Membership in
an informal grouping does not restrict interpersonal rela-
tions among kumiai members. This grouping is flexible.
Non-gumi members can join another gumi's breakfast, help
other group members clean nets, or tow boats.

Kogata sen kumiai member boats at the time of research were
not moored at the l|sozaki harbor but were in the Minato har-
bor. During the study, the harbor was under repair for ex-

tension so that beoats bigger than three tons could be a¢-
commodated, Space was |limited for shore work such as repair-
ing and cleaning nets or equipment. Kogata sen owners bring
their nets for cleaning in their backyards. Atfthough large
gears are stored in the communal storage building beside the
FCA office building, smalier gears are left in the mooring
place covered with oiled c¢loth. Smaill boats are moored in
the bigger port of Minato. But if there is a reason to be
in 1sozaki they come and stay. The space allowed to them on
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the southern side of the harbor is limited to five boats at
a time, They moor 1n |Isozaki when the fishing area they in-
tend to fish is in the northern part of the prefecture. When
they want to fish towards the south, they moor in Minato
harbor. There 1s therefore a need to commute between
!sozaki and Minato for replenishment of suppiies. Most of
fishermen's wives drive a motor vehicle.

As kogata boat fishermen are a mobile fishing group, they
seldom have a chance to develop intimate relations with
their other small boat owners with the exception of those in
their informal fishing group of three or five crafts. This
informal grouping is headed by a leader referred to as oya
'parent',

Saibo kumiai ‘'abalone divers association' performs the

most strenuous work during the diving seasons. They are
known as awablitori 'abalone divers' in the local
diatect. Divers learn to dive at an early age. Fathers
usual ly teach their sons the skill of extracting abalones
and finding the sumika 'habitat'., The Isozaki coast is
marked by rocky terrain where seaweeds, sea urchins, and
rock fish dwell. The strong waves that break into the rocks
make the water clean and the stones smooth. Abalones thrive
in clean and smooth stones and Isozaki abalones are reputed
for their good quality. The depth of the sumika 'rocks where
abalones and shell fish cling or inhabit', range from 5 to
10 meters deep. The FCA rules that diving can only be done
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. during summer time. Divers are not
permitted {o wear oxygen tanks for this may result in over
exploitation of the species. Other gears such as wel suits,
small knives, and metal extracting tools maybe utilized (see
Drawings 1-3). in line with abalone conservation, the
legal size of awabi that c¢an be plucked is 11 centimeters.
A measuring device made of wood called shako is provided
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annually by the kumiai. Awabitori c¢an harvest 5-6 kilos to

10-15 kilos in three days of, diving. Divers alsoc gather
other shel! fish such as egai 'mussels', tennen kaki 'wild
oysters', and uni 'sea urchin'. The sheil fish are not in-
tended for sale unless there is an order from the buyer, In
the sumﬁer months inn-keepers and smail hotel owners order
for these speéies intended for tourists. Awabi is not sold
directly by the FCA, The divers sell their catch to a
middle man who comes daily to the port after the diving
periocd is over. Several years ago divers and their wives
peddied the produce themselves until one concessionaire
requested the Saibo kumiai for a monopoly right of buying
everything from the members. At present the same company i‘s
procuring almost ai! abalone produce of the community.

DIVERS AND THEI!R KNOWLEDGE

Experienced divers have a deep knowledge of the various
sumika which have been given with descriptive names. Ac-
cording to an informant, there are different ways of naming
stones. Divers give special names (usually secret) to the
stones that they frequent, Stone names given by the divers
differ from what ordinary people use. For example, a stone,
called nawade by the divers is known as oona to non-divers.
Nawade is a line of rocks that stretches from the shore
toward the open sea. This rock formation can easily be seen
during low tides. Stones have different functions for
divers. Some are used as a reference for direction at sea,
For exampie, <c¢hikusho isc, the only rock formation tilted
toward the south is a very prominent point of reference.
Concretely, the rocks lying on its southern side are called
chikusho isoc no minami me guchi, those on its northern side

are called chikusho iso no kita me guchi, and on its west-

ern side, as oki iso 'stone in the offing'. Stones are also
reckoned in terms of resemblances with certain objects.
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Chinchin is a penis-shaped stone. Shishi Is a stone that
looks fike a dragon head. Stones may aliso be an object of
veneration by the locali people., |In particular, the fisher-
men, as a group, pay homage to a deity, Myojin-sama who is
believed to inhabit the rock located at the point before
the boat enters the harbor. In this particufar place fisher-
man take special care not to hit this rock for it may cause
the boat to run aground. On New Year's day, fishermen
come to this stone and pour sake over it as way of appeas-
ing and asking the stone for a safe voyage and bountiful
catch. This practice is called desome "the first trip of the

year '.

AUXIL1ARY ASSOCIATIONS

Fuiin-bu literally means wives's secttion. It is an
auxiliary part of the FCA composed of 39 housewives, The
women are taught by the staff of the FCA how to fitle in-
dividua! income tax. They also help the FCA office for its
year-end book keeping reports. In times of disaster,
fujin-bu members keep office and prepare food for people
involve in rescue operations. The housewives afso are
responsible for the cleanliness of the harbor's surround-
ings. Being only an auxiliary member, they could not par-
ticipate in the election of FCA officers. They pay monthly
dues of 200 yen. The wives learn various domestic skills
such as cooking, knitting, and other domestic skills.

Another auxiliary group is the kenkyukai 'study group’'.
The members are full time kumiai members numbering 35 in
all., The study group is a voluntary learning circle. The
members learn from the oitder and skillful participants.
They also develop or improve new gears for the exclusive use
of the members, Any new innovations of gear improvements
are presented to a bigger study group of the prefecture .
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In this way the group take take pride in their efforts by
announcing their reports to the-body. OQOutstanding works are
recognized and awarded prizes.

F1sH MARKETING

Marketing is generally handled by the FCA. There are three
ways of handling the fish catch: (i} through the local FCA
market, {ii1) through the joint-FCA market of the three FCA
of Nakaminato City (but only for small boat fishermen), and
(iit) through direct sale by divers to a middieman., Most
of the kobune fisherman's catch is sold in the following

-

manner;

when the morning catch is ready the fisherman or his
wife brings the catch directly to the clearing house at
the back of the FCA office. A kumlai staff sorts it
out finto, ka-tsugyo 'live fish', sengyo 'fresh fish
but without life', and for some, according to species
and sizes. On the basis of this classification, the
catch is weighed and recorded in the mizuage no dempyo

‘catch voucher'. The voucher contains the names of the
boat, fish with its corresponding weights and the date.
Most of the catch of kobune fishermen are rock fish and
bottom dwel ling species particularly hirame, suzuki and

tai.

According to the FCA accountant, hirame between 1.5 kg. to 2
kg. conmands the best price. It is the most appropriate size
for sashimi 'sliced raw fish dish', Lifeless fish is vatued
one third of the price of live ones, The dead fish are not
sold directly to the bigger market but stored in an iced
water tank or slightly frozen for about three days. When
there is enough to be sold, it is brought to Tokyo via a
hired refrigerated truck. Live fish are picked up daily.
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Since the Tokyo Central Fish Market opens in the early morn-
ing, the afternoon catch ts not sold Iimmediately but is
transported early the following morning. The fish which are
brought to Tokyo are coursed through a licensed fish broker

in the central market.

Kogata sen fishermen deliver their catch directly to the
Small Boat Fish Market Cooperative Sales Center located in
front of the Minato Harbor for smaill fishing bgats. This
sales center was organized by the three FCA (isozaki,
Hiraiso, and Minato) a few years ago. The fish are sold
through bidding by the center {icensed middlemen. These
brokers are ali from the city who are either smal! market
vendors, restaurant owners, or connected with big marine
processing factories. Bidders are required to post 10
percent of the total amount they can purchase as a bond. FCA
funds come mainly from the commissions it levies on the
sales of the catch. in the case of kobune fishermen,
transportation, ice, oXygen, and boxes costs and the
broker's commission deductions are fixed at .55 percent and
from the net sales 5 percent is the FCA's commission. For
kogata fishermen, the market management deducts 5 percent
as sales charges of which 2 percent goes to the local FCA
and the remaining 3 percent is the market's commission and

service charges.

CHAPTER vV 1S0ZAK! COMMUNITY STRUCTURE

THE ViLLAGE COMMUNITY
Japanese village community is found where individuatistic
production predominates with certain amount of cooperation

based on communal ownership (Fukutake, 1967:84). Communa |

34



ownership of the means of production such as fishing ter-
ritories, forest land, source of water for irrigation, etc.,
has a long history. In the early Modern Period (1560-1868)
the sea was regarded as an extension of the land making it
an integral part of a feudal domain. Administratively,
access to a fishing territory defined a village as a fishing
village (Kalland, 1984:12). Thus, the Isozaki community as
used here refers to a group of households sharing a specific
territory, i.e., lIsozaki-cho owning collectively a part of
the sea that extends from the outermost tip of isozaki Cape
to a radius of 1,500 meters towards the Kashima Open Sea,
and exploiting the sea resources through the intercession of
the Isozaki Fishing Cooperative Association. The commoh
territorial bond of isozaki community is reinforced symboli-
cally through the viilage shrine, Sakatsura Jinja, the
patron gods Ebisu-sama and Daikoku-sama are worshipped
regularly by the villagers .

GEOGRAPHY

Isozaki community is a fishing viliage by virtue of its
access to the marine resources inspite of the fact that not
all residents are fishermen. There are small cultivators,
small-scale merchants, shop-keepers, inn-keepers, blue, and
white collar workers, and others in the village. lsozaki-~
cho is a geo-political label of a hilly cape on the north-
eastern section of the city facing the Kashima Open Sea. The
word lsozaki is derived from two Chinese ideograms meaning
shore and cape. Like place names in Japan, its meaning
usualiy indicate the topographic and geographic feature of
the place.

When the c¢oastal road was buiit in the 19508 most houses
were relocated in the present blocks of Arachi-cho and
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Isoai-cho. Only a few houses remained in the place now.
However, old residents still refer to themselves as hamabe
'‘born and raised along the shore!',

At present the fishing householids that owned cultivable
lands no longer cultivate fully their property, but rent it
out to their feillow fishermen or relatives since household
members have decreased in numbers, lsozaki has the least
space for land cultivation, but, its coastal area is a rich
source of shellfish and sea weeds.

Isozaki is divided into six blocks (see Map 4): Nagisa-cho
'beach block' were fishermen's houses that turned intb
seasonal inns and restaurants. Arai-cho 'wasteland block' is
a hilly area where a panoramic view of Ajigaura beach can be
seen. Minami-cho 'south block' lies between Iscai-cho and
Naka-cho on the tabie land. Naka-cho 'centra! block' is
where the main street Is located and where large and old
houses stand. It is alse the center of smail-scale com-
merce. Finally, Kami-cho 'head or top block' is where the
Sakatsura dJinja is located. A large land area Is occupied
by the shrine precinct. The presence of Sakatsura Jinja
which is believed to have existed as early as 746 A.D. in
Ilsozaki indicate that the piace may had played an important
role among coastal dweliers of {ibaraki during the ancient
times. Fishing and farming may have been an ancient occupa-
tion since the patron gods of the shrine are the gods of the
farmers and fishermen.

VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS

Neighborhood association is the smallest socio-political

grouping in the c¢community. In ftsozaki, a jokai
'neighborhood association' is usually composed of ten
households. In one block of 140 households, for instance,
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the jokai has 14 households. These households are usually
labeled by their yango 'house name'. A group of jokai com-
pose the chonaikai 'block association’. The groupings of
all the chonaikai make up the village organization of
Isozaki community (see Diagram 4).

THE F1SHERMEN'S ROLE WITHIN THE ASSOC!ATIONS

Fishermen have taken an active role within the buraku
'block' socio-political activities. Some heads and members
of the jokai, and chonaikai are also officers of the FCA,
They are active participants of all community activities.

RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS

It is tn this religious festivities that the ties of the
community are further enhanced. Fishing as an occupation is
clearly represented in two village institutions: the kumiai
and the jinja 'shrine'., In the shrine, the ujigami 'titular
deity' is enshrined, It is the deity that look after the
weifare of the parishioners or the community residents.
Theoretically all residents are members of the ujJike 'asso-
ciation of parishioners'., Ujiko Is an organization of
parishioners which was originally referred to as,

the entire membership of a clan possessing common an-
cestral gods, (which was later used) to designate all
parishioners of a given temple who were born and lived
within the territorial boundaries of 1its parish
{Herbert, 1967:4561).

UJgiko MEMBERSHIP
Basically there are three types of ujiko members, namely:
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age grade class, occupation, and a group that promotes the
welfare of the community {(see Diagram 5). Age grade class

is composed of the kodomo kai 'children's association',
seinen kai 'youth association', fujin kai 'women's
association', and rojin kai, 'senior citizen's
association'. The members of the kodomo kai make lanterns

and light them during the festival, and clean the shrine
precinct with the help of the senior citizens. The members
are both male and female whose age range from 3 to 12 years
old. The seinen kai carry the portable shrine and pull the
mobile float during the festival. They are male whose ages
range from 18 to 40 years old, The yecuth association, with
an age range of 13 to 17, are exempted from the festival
activities due to school entrance examination. The fujin kal
distribute the rice wine to the parishioners during their
visit to the shrine on the festival days. Lastly, the rojin
kai, who are above 65 years old, help the children in

keeping the shrine clean.

There are three occupational groups, namely, l|sozaki Fish-
ing Cooperative Association, kinsenko 'Agricuftural Coopera-
tive Association and the shotenkai 'shop-Keepers
association'. The farmers prepare the sea produce for offer-
Ing to the shrine while the farmers prepare the produce of
the land. The shop keepers beautify the streets and and
lower the price of their products during the festival,

The safety and the weifare of the community is under the

care of three groups: kotsu anzen kai 'traffic safety
association', bpohan ‘'sargeant-at-arms', and the shobodan
'fire brigade'. All three groups are exclusively male. As

their name implies, they perform their duties during the
festival days and even on ordinary days when neccesary.
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VILLAGE FESTIVAL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION

The organization of the annual shrine festival reflects the
way the community is organized in the secular period. There
are correspondences between the shrine-based festival or-
ganization and the ujiko with that of the socio-political
associations {(see Diagram B6). The village festival is headed
by a kai-cho 'festival chairman' among the leaders of the
chonaikai, The chairmanship is rotated to all the |eaders
of the block associations. Under the chairman is the or-
ganizing committee which is composed of the block leaders or
hosenka! whose leader is called the hosenkai cho. These
pecple coordinate their plans with the sodai 'lay man' as™-
sociation that administers the shrine.

FrROM THE BoOAT TO THE COMMUNITY

The basic¢ management unit of |sozaki fishing 1s the boat.
The boat is a unit that relates to other units within the
fishing group and production umit., A boat produces in rela-
tion to other boats efficiently in a cooperative way. This
cooperative mechanism occurs between neighbouring boats,
among members of a mocoring group of five boats or gumi_,
within the same boat category, and among members of the same
fishing cooperative in general. Within the kobune kumiai,

cooperative undertaking is best seen in the mooring area
where fishermen help each other. Those who finish early in
their shore work help those who are a |little behind spe-
cially when the market is nearing to a close. Breakfast is
a communal activity among gumi members. Abalone divers or
members of the saibo kumiai go out to dive in pairs for
safety. Kogata fishermen always go in groups of three to
five for a long period in the sea. They fish within a cer-
tain area where the leader divides the fishing spots among

themselves. 1t is common among colleagues to share informa-
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tion on fishing techniques but seldom on rich fish spots.
Nevertheless, information on fighing skills is shared among
members through the study group.

HousSEHOLD

A household maybe defined in terms of kinship relatiens
which may either be consanguinal and or affinal. Japanese
households branch into vertical and horizontal lines In kin-
ship relations as wel! as into the hontaku 'main house' and
shintaku 'branch house', Vertical relations or dozuko is
composed of a group of household that are related to the
main branch of the family. Horizontal relations refers tH
the household which perpetuates itseif through the numerous
obligations and duties within the ie 'family', The members
of the main and the branch houses are united symbolically
during the observances of the obon 'festival for the soul’,
higan 'equinoxes, and on New Years' celebration, The
haousehold is a corporate group composed of a man and his
wife, their chiidren, and or parents of the man or the wife
if her husband is an adopted son of the family. The head of
the household inherits the property of the ie including the
house, fishing rights , memorial tablets or tombs among
others, His obligation is to promote the welfare of its
members , increase its wealth, and improve its social stand-
ing in the community. He is usually the eldest sen but in
cases of no possible successor, an adopted son through mar-
riage in the family 1s possible.
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CONCLUS ION

The present fishing activities that characterizes each vil-
fage in Nakaminato City run parallel to the historical
mefamorphoses that tock place in the past one hundred years.
Minato had a fishery management system in the form of mer=-
chants turned boat owners who ran their fishing enterprise
from the background, leaving the actual operations to the
managers. On the other hand, Hiraiso had a management sys-
tem where the landlord and boat owner/net-owner joined In
fishing and directly managed it. The difference between the
two systems is that while the aminushi-funakata system of

Hiraiso was supported by land cultivation, the funanushi™-
funakata system of Minato survived and depended on the cash
returns of the catch. The most affected party in the two
retations of the Minato system were the funakata 'fishing
crew' who were most impoverished. Isozakl had barely enough
historical documents for investigation. The only clue is a
short passage which mentioned the kojiami 'tongue-shaped
net' and many forms of traditionail fishing gears. On the
hasis of contemporary materials, small-scale coastal fish-
tng must have been an economic tradition in Isozaki for a
long time. At present, there is only a handful of large-boat
owners in Jsozaki compared to Minato and Hiraiso. lsozaki
too must have provided the fishing crews of the large boats
and when the fishing industry declined, the Isozaki
fishermen continued to operate smaller boats along the
coast. On the basis of their individual past it maybe said
therefore that:

1. lsozaki has continuously pursued its coastal small-scale
fishing ground activities, while Hiraiso shifted from dis-
tant waters to offshore fishing grounds, and Minato con-
tinued operating in distant overseas fishing grounds.
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2., l|lsozaki continued fishing as a major source of income
while Hiraiso and Minato relied on it as an exclusive and

main source of incomes.

3. Isozaki retained the socurce of its fishing labor within
the household making it a household enterprise while Hiraiso
and Minato have been dependent on both household and cutside

labour sources.

In terms of acceptance of technological innovations the
three communities may be characterized as _advanced Minato,

moderate Hiraiso and conservative Isozaki types. The last
character proved to be an asset in this modern age where in-
dustrial pollution has destroyed the environment. Isozaki
to day has protected its coastal resources from the havocs
of industrial life since there is no other fishing grounds
for them to expiloit. Abusing it tantamounts to collective

fishermen's suicide.

What may have helped lsozaki maintain its c¢oastal small-
scale fishing could be traced in its initiative to directly
market its produce without the dictates of the Minato
market and its ability to combine other forms of occupation.
But a more deeper reason may lie in the relations between
the fishermen and sea and in the way they have organized
themselves to extract marine life.

But as Japan continues to grow at a high speed, conservative
Isozaki may be enguifed by urban sprawl and industrial ex-
pansion of a nearby town, There is a Nuclear Power plant a
few miles fro |Isozaki and a technological city with a large
international port is under construction beside Ajigaura.
The most obvious harm to the coastal fishermen is the ef-
fects that these changes may have on the ecclogical niche of
marine |ife and the corresponding loss of livelihood. Unless
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they may be-

the peopie themselves realize these threats,
in the

come part of the blue collar .workers or absorbed

service industry catering to summer tourists from the nearby

Metropolitan Tokyo.
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s o vl POPULATION

I MALE FEMALE TOTAL

MINATO 5,950 10,589 11,282 21,871
HIRAISO 1,487 2,822 2,997 5,819
TS0ZAKI 797 1,584 1,614 3,198
AJTGAURA 544 1,162 1,274 2,436
TOTAL —
8,778 16,157 17,167 33,324

TABLE 1. Nakaminato City Population Statistics,1980
Source: Nakaminato-shi,1983:6

BOAT TORHAGE| FISWING HETHODS Iml 2 |a|a]s|elv|8]o|ie]r|rz
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Flounder gill net
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a
&nﬂﬁl‘mﬁl long line

1-ten boaty

Less chan

A mlf itae

AXFUALD,
Yellow tail nnl line
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H ::I: roke nfllg:;! hoak{1fine
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A S ABAT I g Ly

FER L o

7!‘”! 4.:-: lg*m.und line

TR
| Shrimp heacd Cxawl nec

AR 0y 10

Eron SMTEIR nec

T+
Sea vt u-lr

3 ton boats

-pon to less than

3-ton to less than 5-ton boats

TABLE 2. Isozaki FCA Annual Fishing Calendar
Source: Ibaraki-ken Suisan Shikenjou,1977:174-175
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Area

Isozaki

Hiraiso

Minato

TABLE 3. Characteristics of Fisheries

Year

Historical
Grounds

coastal

offshors

open sea

Hiraiso,

Exclusive Fishing

and

Occupational
Structure

mainly
fishing

exclusive
& main

exclusive
& main

tsozaki

Management
Unit

less 1 ton
& 3-5 tons

3-5 tons &
100-200 tons

200-500 tons

Mainly Fishing

in Minato,

Isozakl Hiralso Mipate TIsczaki Hireiso MHinato ITsozaki
19370 1 19 12 67 47 26 22
197 1 25 12 12 37 23 2t
1972 1 23 12 58 33 i8 28
1973 5 22 24 29 25 3 18
1974 20 27 15 35 22 9 2t
1975 Y 23 13 32 23 6 16
1976 12 22 7 34 19 13 17
1977 13 22 7 36 21 12 19
1978 15 13 B 21 19 18 19
1979 14 19 7 27 2% 16 19
Average 11 22 13.75 47.33 22.9 20.75 19.25

Labour
Needs

househeld
household &

employeas

employees

Marginal Fishing

Hirwiso Minato
10 1
9 2
15 5
6 3
14 B
6 ¢
4 9
8 8
4 1
] 2
8.4 7.33

TABLE 4, Minato, Hiraiso, and Isozaki Fishing Household
Occupational

Source: Kantou Nousei Kyoku
Jouhou Jimusho (KNKITJJ),1880:22,24,26

Structure,1970-1979
Ibaraki
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Year

1970
191
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

TABLE 5.

TABLE €.

less than 1

I
50
53
46
21
33
24
22
24
19
21

Isozaki(t), Hiraiso(H), and Minato (M) Management

I
2%
18
19

8
18
11

6
io

4

6

L}
16
15
13

5
13
12
12
12

8
10

Tonnage of Fishing Boatl

1-3

I H M
34 27 18
31 22 14
26 16 14
23 9 13
27 8§ 7
24 8 3
22 1 4
23 3 4
16 4 6
20 7 3

I

4

8
13
16
14
17
17
17
18
18

3 -5
H

19
23
28
27
N
28
27
33
27
30

M

100 - 200
I i M
2 4 2
1 6 2
1 4 2
14 -
- = -

-

Unit Number of Households,1970-1979
Source: KNKITJJ,1980;22,24,26

Year

1370
1974
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979

I
223
214
202
141
158
146
137
174
156
134

Humber of PFeopls Engeged in Fisheries

Total
H

633
582
524
463
369
327
304
320
298
270

H
1007
868
790
&7
657
564
538
544
258
460

Family
I H
144 112
141 104
133 105
B 74
93 87
83 T4
7 18
81 74
68 55
% 66

M
42
43
43
42
36
3
32
kL
L
31

L

79
73
137
60
65
63
60
93
88
60

Employes
L

521
478
419
389
282
253
236
246
243
204

Isozaki(l), Hiraiso{H), and Minato(M)

Employment Structure,1970-1979

Source: KNKITJJ,1980:22-27
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gmall scale production

cultivators fishermen
LR0AAK] *‘*—% cultivators

non-market orientsd specialized market

large scale production

small boat owners

landowners
y B EEE
1

HIRAISO T
small cultivators fishermen
Eishe[‘msn cultivatorsl
market oriented small local market
large scale production
landowners | |merchants large boat eafood
net owners boat owners owners rccsssors
MINATO 1 T _’9

1
small cultivators
fishermen “t‘ishernen

fishermen
flsh:rmenl eullivatcva t‘ishermen

market oriented amall 1ocal market

DIAGRAM 2. Social and Economic Transformation of
Nakaminato City

lEuzaki Gyogyo KumiBT[

Kumiai Cho
'ehairman'
Ly e IR
R | =
Inspectors (2) Diggzigr:r(‘j! Staff (10)
| Sy i S e e IR Ay S sl s e e
[ T ] 4 1
Kumiai Che Kumiai Cho Kumiai Cho Kai Cho
Kogata sen Kumiai |Kobune sen Kumiai Saibo Kumiai Kenkyu Kai

DIAGRAM 3. lIsozaki Fishing Cooperative Association
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LEAGUE OF
BLOCK ASSOCIATIONS

BLOCK ]
ASSOCIATIONS —J ' ’ l

SR % % 8 B sasocrasions
ullahs [bﬁL D5 G o sovsmons

DIAGRAM 4. Isozaki Community organization

LAYMAN'S GOVERNING
COMMITTEE (SODAT)
6-men-member

PARISHIQNERS
{Ujiko)

AGE-GRADE GROUP OCCUPATIONAL GROUP COMMUNITY WELFARE GROUP

Children Fishermen Road safety officer
Youth Farmers Fire Brigade
Women Shop~keepers Sargeant-at-~arms

Senior citizens

DIAGRAM 5, Isozaki Ujiko Organization

54



I

VILLAGE LEVEL FESTIVAL CHAIRMAN (1)

Plans and Coordinates
the following: assistant {1)
-block parade
~traffic safety and
crime prevention SUPERVISORS (2}
—financial matters
-next year's festival
Together with the
Priest and his assastant SARGEANT-AT-ARMS (l)!

BLOCK LEVEL i

e weee | (]I

1
Honorable Patronsi

.|

———————— Directs and executes the f£f:
Patrons

-movement of f£lcat and
portable shrane

-draiver of the float
~traffaic

-dance-drum performance
~festival ghade

-finance

Young men's grou;
_—

DIAGRAM 6. lsozaki Village Festival Organizational Chart

DRAWING 1. Diving Gears and Tools
1. weight belt, 2. nasashi nomi 'plucking knife',
3. shakugo 'measuring device', 4, tebukuro
'gloves', 5. sukari 'mesh bag', 6. ama megane
'diving mask', 7. hire/bera 'diving fins.
Line drawing by Mieko Matsumoto
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DRAWING 2, Diver's Basic Tools
1. shakugo, 2. yasu 'spear', 3, nasashi nomi,
4. kagi 'hook', 5. nasashi 'small plucker"',
6. sho nasashi 'tiny plucker', 7. tebukuro,
8. sukari, 9. ama megane.
lLine drawing by Mieko Matsumoto

DRAWING 3. The Diver's Haul
1. tennen kaki 'wild oysters', 2. shure/
egai 'mussels', 3, uni 'sea urchins',
4. awabi ‘abalone’,
Line drawing by Mieko Matsumoto
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GLOSSARY

aguriami & {Y#H lampara net

ainane T 4+ A rock trout

aka ika T M4 M red squid

aki shoku #tM  sutunn emplyment

animoto #8JT net group

apinushi #8E  net owner

anago {(nago) T+ I sea eel

avabitori &»HU LY  abalone divers

bohan EH3B  seargent-at-arms

buraku ##¥% hamlet

chikusho iso HBER abnormal rock formation

chikusho iso no kita me guchi ZHFEBWPOIEHEHNOD north side of
the rock

chikusho iso no minami me guchi E&ERMoEAD south

side of the rock
chin chin B A BA stone in the shape of a penis
chonaikai ETP£ federation of neighborhood

association
dai-ichi gumi $—# first group
dai-ni gumi ¥ _#  second group

dai-san gumi $=# third group

dashi (UE float

desome IF® first fishing trip of the year

ebi itabikiami AW ¥# shrimp bottom trawl net
egai = 4 mussels

engan ¥ B coast/coastal

engan gyogyo HEiE¥  coastal fishing

fujin kai A% wonmen's association

fujin-bu MAH fishermen's wife association
funagami iso AGFERE stone patron god of the boat
funanushi MEE boat owner
funashikiba/funahikiba e xR pooring place
fune no tsuyo MDD bean paste soup

geisha =&  fenale entertainers

guni #  group
gyogyo ga ju M FEAHE  parginally fishing
gyogyo ga shu M FE  nainly fishing
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gyogyo kyodo kumiai M IR A Fishing Cooperative

Association
gyogyo nomi MDA exciusively fishing
haenawa it 2 # long line/trawl line
hamabe %14 born and raised along the shore

hancho HEE block/faction leader

hanno-hangyo & #2if half agriculture half fisheries

haru shoku W spring employment

hatsuzakaami J\ X5 eight sloped net

higan HE  equinox

hikiami 5/%# travl net

hiragai ketaami & 7 # 4 EHTH bottom trawl net with

rake-like contraption tied to a net

hirame/shiranme B3 A/ 35 A specie of flounder

hontaku *=£  mpain house

hosenkai THAL festival organizational planning group

ie 4=, % house

ika 4 h cuttle fish

ippontsuri —&$Y hook and iine

iwashi 4 7 ¥ sardine

iwashi tairyo A4 7 i Ki® over production of sardine

iwashi tairyo bimbo A 7 ¥ K EZE poverty due to over
producion of sardines

jinushi HaE landowner/landlord

jokai U 5%£ neighborhood association

kagura  fhg sacred dance

kaicho £ & association head

kaikei <£@# fundraiser

kajibo #EIF driver of a float (see dashi)

kakeuri #}5EY form of advance money

karei Hr A4 flounbder

kasago M ¥ I  Lkabezon

katsugyo THH live fish

katsuo #H > A bonito

katsuo ippontsuri H ¥ F—&$JY bonite pole and line

katsuo tsuri 4 $Y bonito angling

keibi W sargeant-at-arnms.

kenkyukai  #f9ES study group

kinchakuami MF# purse seine
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kinkai gyogyo AT#3 near waters fishing
kinsenko ¥ A # A I agriculture cooperative association’s
ko F child

kobune /PAY dingy boat

kobune kumiai /NS4 4E  ding boat FCA
kodomokai Ff#t& children's association
kogata sen /PEMS small boat

kogata sen kumiai /NEMEE soall boat FCA
kojiami ZUsA4 small tongue-shaped net
korobashi TAIEL bottom raking trawl
kasaku /NME small cultivator/tenant

kotsu anzen EFAEXSL traffic safety

kuniai # & cooperative association (abbr. FCA)
kuroshio &M  wara currents from the north
machi T town

maguro haenawa =aAFixx#M tuna long lining
maguro nagashimi =4 mifiL tuna drift net
makiani ¥ sorrounding net

matsuri £  village festival

mebaru XY gray rock cod

neji A ¥ young tupa

mizuege no dempyo KW{EI]R catch voucher

nujin R o form of lottery saving

mura FF village

natsu shoku M  summer employment

navade b T stone nanme

netsukigyo ippontsuri BTH—FEY  toggle on
a line

norikumiin |YMEE boat crew

obon ¥#& festival for honorimg the ancestors

odori-taiko E§ ) X% dance-drum

oka no oyvakata Mo}  absentee owner

okazu ¥ viand

oki iso [#® stone on the offing of chikusho iso

okiami FH#E  krill

omikoshi *# % portable shrine

onakakeihi AfP# R deduction for operational expenses

cona B/ name of a stone

osevanin KHF A honorable patron
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oya $ parent

oyashio # M cold currents coping from the north

rijikai BEE board of directors

rojin kai #EAZL senior citizen' s association

saba t¥ pmackerel

saibo ¥ i¥ > abalone diving

saijicho £¥E festival chairman/head

sake ¥ salpon

sanma boukeami ¥ =#@FiF# saury pike stick-held dip

net

sanna nagashiami Y =HLE saury pike drift net

sanma tairyo bimbo Y < KMAEZ poverty due to over
production of saury pike

sashiani LM gill net

sashimi #]H sliced rav fish dish

sayori a3l half-beak

seinen kai HEZS youth association

sende #FEA fishing leader

sengyo RKEf fresh fish

senkai E## shallow waters

setsue % provide(s/r) festival shade

sewanin fHEA patron {see Osewanin)

shakugo R <  vwooden measuring device for abalone

shinko gakari JEfTH% controls the movement of dashi

shintaku #%  branch house

shio no me MIOH current rip

shirasu ¥ A white bait

shishi T3 dragon head

shobodan 1A fire brigade

shotengai @G shop-lined street

shotenkai MHJES shop-keepers association

sodai #BfE layman's group who manages the shrine

sokobiki sashiani EJIXHF L bottom gill net

sokobikiami ESI¥#§ trawl net

sukari =W Y abalone mesh bag
sumika EaH habitat {see awabi sumika)
suzuki ==XF sea bass

tai ukihaenawe F 12 XX L sea bream bottom long line
tako taru nagashi # =2#F L  octopus barrel long line
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teichigyogyo ERMA¥ stationary net fishering
tennen kaki KAV F vild oyster

tonari gumi ME# neighborhood association
tsuri  #0 hook and line

ujigami & titular deity

ujiko EF association of parishioners

uni ¥ = sea urchin

wakame/wagame 70 A sea weeds (Undaria)
wakaren HX young adult/young men’ s group
winchi ¥ 4+ v % winch

vango EBS house name
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