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Facilitating Understanding of Students with Visual
Impairments : Interviews of Adults Enrolled in
Elementary and Junior High Schools and
Support Teachers

Ayumi OYAMA * Hideyuki KOBAYASHI **

This study presents information about facilitating understanding of visual impairments. Study 1 participants were
eight individuals with visual impairments. They had attended regular elementary or junior high schools. In this study,
they were interviewed about human relationships they faced in those school settings. The study presented information
about their relationships with classmates and peers with and without vision impairments. The participants in Study II
were eight teachers. They worked in schools for the blind or resource rooms in regular schools. They had taught and
supported students with visual impairments. They were interviewed about approaches they had thought necessary and
approaches actually used to promote understanding of visual impairments. Finally, the study presents three important
factors that students with visual impairments need to successfully learn in inclusive educational settings: (1) support of
professionals trained in education of the visually impaired, (2) active public education about visual impairm‘ents, and (3)

means to foster interaction among peers with visual impairments.

Key Words : Students with Visual Impairments, Understanding of Visual Impairments,
Elementary and Junior High Schools

* Fukuoka Prefectural Yanagawa Special Needs School
ok oy~

Faculty of Human Science, University of Tsukuba
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