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This study examines the actual conditions of the permanent return migration of the old-time resi-
dents of Ashiken settlement to the island of Amami Oshima. The spatial transfer of those Ashiken
natives is not simply characterized by the long-distance transfer between the island and the main-
land, but also by the time span from leaving their hometown to permanently returning home, which
continues over a long period of time. This study explains the factors that account for such a long-
term migration, based on detailed interviews of the life histories of 32 return migrants and observa-
tions of actual living conditions after their permanent return home.

The inhabited area of the return migrants who left their hometown extended over a wide area in-
cluding Kagoshima and Okinawa near Amami Oshima, and the 3 metropolitan areas of Tokyo, Osaka
and Nagoya. The most common reason for moving was employment. The return migrants spent an
average of 38 years, generally settling in a concentrated region in the Tokyo metropolitan area while
repeatedly making short-distance moves. The most common reason for the move was job-related,
such as a job change or job transfer. Migrants who left their hometown kept in touch with other simi-
lar migrants during their residence on the mainland, and also preserved a connection to Ashiken.

The factors which account for the long-term return migration of the Ashiken natives are summa-
rized by the following three points. First, the Ashiken old-timers, even while living on the mainland,
maintained a strong relationship among other residents from the same hometown, and simultaneous-
ly kept a close connection with their native village. The greatest factor which accounts for the perma-
nent return is that the migrants were constantly aware of the state of affairs in their native village,
and the information was shared among the society of residents who left their hometown. Second, re-
gardless of the residents’ prolonged absence, properties and homes were maintained in Ashiken, and
even their properties were sold, the former residents could find a place to live after they return. Se-
curing a residence is an important matter to be considered when relocating ones. In the case of many
return migrants, relatives or friends who lived in the village during their absence managed their

homes and properties and cleaned and repaired them so that owners could easily resume living in
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them. On the other hand, village-provided homes were offered as residences for return migrants who
did not own homes or properties in Ashiken. Third, migrants who left their hometown were mostly
businessmen who received a sufficient pension to sustain their retirement after their return.

The migrants’ return to Ashiken is not only dependent on the regional characteristics of the island,
but is a result of a successful combination of securing residences, communal bonding and social sys-

tem characteristics such as pensions.

Key words: Uken village, old-time residents of Ashiken, long-term return migration, characteristics

of migration, communal bonds
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