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Acquisition of single vowels by Chinese
speaking learners of Japanese

JIN Jia

This paper is focused on Chinese speaking learners of Japanese, and used (1) categorical ability
test, (2) pronunciation evaluation by native speakers of Japanese, (3) similarity judgment and (4)
similar sound judgment to grasp the acquisition state of Japanese single vowels by learners.

As a result, there is no confusion problem of Japanese single vowels for learners, but it is found
that none of single vowels’ pronunciation has reached the same level as the native speakers when
prosodic conditions are not controlled. And it can be said from the results of similarity judgment by
the learners that the similarity of /a/ and /i/ is higher than /e/ and /o/. However, among similar
sounds, it also showed that it is difficult to define similar sounds from the traditional "single
vowel" vs. "single vowel” phonological system because it also contains diphthong sounds.
Furthermore, it shows that different learners substitute different diphthong sounds depending on the
result of similar sound judgment, and it is also surmised that the diversity of interlanguage

development.
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