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Abstract: Japan has supported many Asian countries for preservation of their
cultural properties, recognizing them as the countries which need serious assistance.
However, the entire activities of supporting organizations could not be grasped due to
their individual and separated activities. Thus, Agency of Cultural Affairs of Japan
made “International Cooperation Consortium Plan for Cultural Properties” in order to
organize mutual relationship of the organizations. The plan says that the close
cooperation of NGOs, including private organizations, will be required in the future
for the international cooperation of cultural properties. However, only a few NGOs
are engaged in such programs at this moment, and more participation of NGOs would
be necessary. In this article, the author discusses the possibilities of future
engagement of NGOs for the international cooperation, taking National Federation of
UNESCO Association in Japan (NFUAJ) as an example who is one of the major
members of the consortium. Among the NFUAJ’s activities for the preservation of
World Cultural Heritage, “Bamiyan Center of Education and Culture” should be paid
attention. The organization aims at not only the construction of the center but also
the support for the future management including the seminar for the protection of the
archaeological site. The seminar is to educate citizens to protect cultural properties
and this kind of education will be increasingly important in the future. NFUAJ is
going to take a policy to connect its educational support program and its preservation
support program of cultural heritages, and the practice of dual support system will be
possible. Many Japanese NGOs for international cooperation are engaged in
educational support. NFUAIJ’s educational activities for protection of cultural
heritages might set a good example of NGOs’ new programs in the future, and it
would extend largely the possibilities of their activities.
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