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The Society of Jesus on Social Justice
— After the Vatican Cousil II —

Naoki KUWABARA

In this article, I survey the movement of the Society of Jesus about the social problem
after the Second Vatican Council mainly watching their General Congregations. About the
Society of Jesus of this period, two phases can be distinguished. The background of General
Congregations from No. 31 to No. 33 was the Cold War between the East and the West. The
Catholic Church and the Society of Jesus were in competing relations with the socialism or
the communism mainly based on the Marxism. The Society of Jesus was going to respond
to the Church’s emphasis on the “social justice” of the Second Vatican Council. After the
turning point, i.e. “the end of the Cold War”, No.34 and the following General Congregations
showed a new viewpoint.

Concerning to the relation between the “social justice” and the Society of Jesus, General
Congregation No. 32 was the most important one. This General Congregation established
two decrees. The twelfth decree assumes the social justice itself as its central theme. The
fourth decree handles the ideal of “the voluntary poverty” related to the “social justice”.

The General Congregation No. 34 held in 1995 was a turning point. It responds to the
change of the international situation, i.e. “the end of the Cold War between the East and
the West”. Even though the Cold War terminated, social problems were not solved. Until
then the problem of the social justice was understood only under the “social and economic”
framework. At this General Congregation, the Society of Jesus started to understand the
problem of the social justice in the new framework into which they introduced the “ecological”
viewpoint.

The key point of the General Congregation No. 35 was “Globalization”. The theme of
this General Congregation was the advantage and the disadvantage of the globalization
that extends from the economic domain to “the homogenization of the culture”. Another
important point in this General Congregation No. 35 was its emphasis on the “reconciliation”.
The General Congregation shows the mission of the Society of Jesus as three
“reconciliations”, i.e. the “reconciliation with God”, the “reconciliation with one another”, the
“reconciliation with creation”. The “reconciliation with creation” is the development of the
viewpoints of the General Congregation No. 34 which started to refer “ecology”.

The structure that consists of these three “reconciliations” shows the attitude that grasps

the problem of the social justice in the context of the relation to God and from the context
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of the environment on the global scale. It already goes beyond the viewpoint that merely
understands the problem of the social justice as a problem inside the world of the human
being.

The General Congregation No. 36 is the succession and the development of the direction
of the “reconciliation” of the General Congregation No. 35. At that time, the importance of
the Spiritual Exercises is emphasized as the origin of the spirituality of the Society of Jesus.
At the same time, The General Congregation No. 36 reflects the basic attitude of the Pope
Francisco from the Society of Jesus, seen in “Laudat si”. The General Congregation No. 36
enforces the attitude that associates the problem of the social justice with the environmental
problem.

In the frame of the three “reconciliations” of the recent General Congregations (No.
35, No. 36), i.e. the “reconciliation with God”, the “reconciliation with one another”, the
“reconciliation with creation”, the problem of the social justice is placed in the “reconciliation
with one another (among human beings)”. It may be said that the interest to the social
problem came to be put into the balance with the ecological dimension (“reconciliation
with creation”) and the religious dimension (“reconciliation with God”) that is proper to the
Society of Jesus and the Catholic Church. Furthermore, in the “reconciliation with God”, the
importance of the Spiritual Exercises or “the spirituality of Ignatius” is reaffirmed.

The Society of Jesus have been responding and making dialogue with the changes of the

times while they secure their basic identity.
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