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Abstract

After the Culture Revolution, legal institutions in China, once to be de-
stroyed, began to rebuild for the developing socialist modernization ever
since 1979. Laws against sexual abuse was included. China at that moment
was facing six extreme social problems called ‘six sins’ which offense against
the social order. Prostitution has seemed to be the most serious one. Under
such background, prostitutes, including children, were also enacted to be
punished by the administrative law. But there was a legal exception. When
someone buys children who are under 14 years old at the moment, one
would be punished not by the administrative law but by the penal code as
‘rape’. At the same time, even children sell themselves, they would never be
punished by any legal article including the penal code.

In 1997, the penal code was amended. Someone buys children who are un-
der 14 years old became punished by the penal code not as ‘rape’ but as
‘prostitution’ according to the new article. However, by defining the crime as
‘prostitution’, death sentence which was used for ‘rape’ was no longer to be
used. Because of this amendment, some other social problems emerged after
1997. Finally, the new article was abolished due to the dispute about such
one of those social problem in 2015. But the legislation on child sexual abuse
or child prostitution has continued to be amended. by proposal as same as
which had been used to enact the abolished article.

This paper aims to interpret the transition of laws against child sexual
abuse in China from 1979 to 1997, which especially against child prositution
by researching its historical context.
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