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Land use of the Tsukuba monzenmachi (1978). 1. Coniferous tree 2. Broadleaf tree 3. Mixed
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Locational Ecology of the Tsukuba Monzenmachi

Hiroshi SASAKI

Monzenmachi means a town in front of a temple or a Shinto shrine. Tsukuba Monzen-
machi is a part of the town Tsukuba, which lies about 70 km NE of Tokyo and it takes

about two hours by train on Jéban Line of Japan National Railway and on private
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rdilway line of Kanto-Tetsudo Tsukuba-sen (line). Tsukuba Monzenmachi has 252 house-
holds and population of 905 in 1980. Tsukuba Monzenmachi lies on the southern slope of
Mt. Tsukuba (the highest peak, Nyotai-san: 876 m), at an altitude of about 220 m.
Climbing of the Tsukuba-san (mountain) is reported already in an old regional book,
Hitachi-Fudoki (713) and in an old anthology Manydshu (759) of ancient times.

In 782, Chisokuin Chizenji temple was built by Rev. Tokuichi at the Higashiyama
(eastern part of Tsukuba) settlement. In 1632, Chisokuin Chzenji temple was removed
and renewed at the present site of Tsukuba Shrine, west of Higashiyama by the third
Tokugawa shogunate, lemitsu. He made a new steep main street (present Rokuchd-dori)
in front of the temple to the south (Tsukuba-Usui), for the sake of wood and materials
transport to construct the termple. Along this new steep main street, new houses of wor-
kers and people from surrounding areas were built. Out of these houses, inns, souvenir
shops, brothels and so on, were appeared for the temple and mountain visitors. This was
a prototype of the Tsukuba Monzenmachi (Fig. 2).

Tsukuba-san are famous sirice ancient times in poetry and story, especially among the
people in the Kanto Plain. People around Tokyo can see Mt. Tsukuba in the east and Mt.
Fuji in the west on a day of fine weather. On the Ist of February 1969, Tsukuba-san
was designated to a semi-national park with the neighbouring Suigo-marsh land. There
were five pilgrimage routes to reach Tsukuba-san till the dawn of the mass transporta-
tion age (Fig. 1): Fuchii-kaido Road, Yamane- michi Road, Tsukuba Rokuché-dori Road,
Nishi (West)-kaido Road and Shilomichi Road.

In 1918, the private railway line, Kanto-Tetsudo Tsukuba-sen was opened between
Tsuchiura and Iwase (40 .1 km) and for the first time tourists could get off at Hojd on
the Tsukuba-sen and then at Tsukuba, which is nearer to the shrine than H6j6. In front
of the Tsukuba station a great Torii (Shinto shrine gate) stands and souvenir shops
line. Tourists climb the 2 km gentle slope from the Tsukuba station to the shrine. In
1923, a bus service was opened on a new road from the station to the shrine, and in
front of the shrine on this mnew road, a new Monzenmachi was formed, instead of old
Rokucho-déri Menzenmachi, which had to decrease quickly and the same were Fuchu-,
Makabe- and Shiio-roads.

In 1925, a cable railway was opened from shrine to the peak, 1605 m long, 495 m in
relative height. Wagons were Swiss-made and cables German-made. It was the fifth
cable car in Japan, the second in Kanto district after Hakone. Thus moutain visitores
increased 20 times. The cable was removed during the war, but it was restored again in
1954. In 1965, the toll drive road “Tsukuba sky line” was opened to Tsutsujiga-oka (Hill
of azalea), from where a new zope-way was constructed to the Nyotai-san (woman peak).
In 1974, the toll drive road “Omote Tsukuba sky line (purple line)” was opened from
the east and the tourism by car is followed by car drivers. Thus, Tsutsujiga-oka is
becoming the center of tourism in Tsukuba. Souvenir shops and restaurants gather
nowadys at monzenmachi, surmmit area and Tsutsujiga-oka.

Because of mild climate of "Tsukuba Monzenmachi, some retired people have come to
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live here in southern slope. In 1979, the town of Tsul

<uba had 368 out-immigrants and
712 in-immigrants and got 344 social increase.

The largest out-immigrants went to
Ibaraki-ken (50.1%) and then to Tokyo-to (20.8%), Kanagawa-ken (7.2%) (Fig. 5). The

largest in-immigrants came from Ibaraki-ken (51.1%) and then from Tokyo-to (24.6%)
and Kanagawa-ken (5 5%).

On the plain are mostly rice fields, among which wheat and mulberry fields are just
like islands on a little high plain (Fig. 3). Between the Tsukuba (up) and Usui (down)
settlement on the southern slope of Mt. Tsukuba, along the old pilgrimage road Rokuché-
dori, are planted traditional small mandarin trees and new ordinary mandarin in 6 4 ha
by 46 farmers. Originally mandarin trees are introduced by Tsuneo Watanabe in 1950
from Aichi-ken, and planted for tourist sake under the mild climate of inversion of air
temperature.

Fifyty two percent of agricultural land owners manage the land for self-sufficiency,
21% lend the land to others, and another 21% don’t manage the land, because of scar-
city of labour forces and the damage by wild boars.

Hotels, souvenir shops and restaurants are located along the bus route in front of the
shrine and along the alleys east and west sides of the shrine (Fig. 4). outside of these
tourist industries, in Higashiyama in the east and along the Rokuchd-déri street in the
south, line shrine workers (Shinto priest, oddjobber, workers of the shrine forest),
proprietors and workers of souvenir shops or restaurants. Some of them keep the shops
and restaurants on the summit of Mt. Tsukuba and commute every day to the summit
of Mt. Tsukuba by cable railway. Thus, Tsukuba Monzenmachi is a occupational complex
focused on shrine Tsukuba with shrine workers, talisman makers, tourist industries and
with non tourist occupations (salalied men, famers, carpenters etc.). Monzenmachi is
supported not only by the shops in front of the shrine, but also by the salary of the
commuters to other towns.

The structure of the Tsukuba Monzenmachi consists of two parts; one in the core part
with the Tsukuba Shrine and its souvenir shops, hotels and restaurants, and the other
in the periphery with dwelling houses of workers in shrine and tourist industries. The
peripherical dwelling houses were the core part (consist from hotels, souvenir shops,

brothels) by the opening of the rail way in 1918.
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