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The Development and Characteristics of Suburban Dairying

within the Tokyo Metoropolitan Area

Isao SAITO

Dairying in Japan started in the large cities during the Meiji Restoration and was
influenced by the European culture. Since dairy farming was restricted to remote areas
such as northern Izu and southern Boso Peninsulas as well as Hokkaido, where condensed
milk was produced, fluid milk of Tokyo-shi was supplied exclusively by the urban dairies

(sakunyu-gyosha) The dairy farming, however, was becoming much more common in
rural areas after World War II with the westernization of the Japanese diet. So far the
author has dealt with the dairy farming in the Tokyo metropolitan milksheds and clas-
sified the milksheds into three dairy regions from a functional viewpoint. In this paper
the author will deal with the inner dairy region of the milksheds and make an effort to
elucidate the characteristics of suburban dairying by investigating the dairy farms. As a
result, the author has attained the following conclusions.

1) Suburban dairy farms keeping large dairy herds are distributed mostly within the
zone from 30 to 40 kilometers from the center of Tokyo. Above all, Yachiyo-shi, Chiba
Prefecture, Okekawa-shi, Saitama Prefecture, Mizuho-machi, Tokyo Prefecture and Hira-
tsuka-shi, Kanagawa Prefecture are representative concentration areas (Fig. 8).

2) Suburban dairying has its roots in urban dairies located in the built-up areas and
outskirts of Tokyo-shi. But, the division of labour of the milk industry and legal regula-
tions have compelled the diversification of the urban dairies into milk bottling plants
and urban dairy ranches (bokujo).
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3) Urban dairy ranches have common characteristics in that they utilize the wastes
such as soybean card dregs, beer lees and vegetable refuse and they milk a cow only
one lactation. The expansion of built-up areas and land zonings have made the dairy
ranches move outward repeatedly. Thus, urban dairies and ranches have disappeared from
the center Tokyo wards since 1901 as shown in Fig. 1. However, urban dairy ranches
surviving within Tokyo wards have been classified into traditional and urbanized types

(Figs. 4 and 5).

4) Farmers in the suburban areas kept dairy cows during and after World War II in
order to improve their agricultural enterprizes. They gradually developed dairy farming
as a subsidiary, to main and specialized dairy farms in accordance with the progress of
urbanization. Today, specialized dairy farms keeping more than 30 dairy cows are domi-
nant in suburban areas. They have utilized not only their land and labour forces effec-
tively but also the brewer’s grain and the concentrates like urban ranches have done.

5) Specialized dairy farms surviving in the urbanized suburban areas were supported
by well educated successors, which is one of the characteristics of suburban dairying.
Selling or converting their land for residential use or for parking lots, some dairy
farmers have succeeded in enlarging the scale of their management. For they shift their

dairy farms from built-up areas to the regulated areas of urbanization as shown in Fig.
12.
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