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Communication and Community Halls in Rural Regions
of the Kurobe Alluvial Fan

Akira TABAYASHI

This pepar describes and analyzes communication in the rural regions especially from the
spatial point of view. A village, called Kinone on the Kurobe alluvial fan, Toyama prefecture
was selected as the study area. Kinone has a population of 436 and 93 households of which
about 80 percent are farm households. This was a pure rural community about 20 years ago,
but now most farmers engage in such non farm jobs as public employees, factory workers and
workers in the service industry. Their non farm income is much more than that of their
farm income.

Kinone has three types of territorial subunits of different scale. The fundamental subunit
called shima, literally island, consists of from 15 to 28 households. It is estimated that slightly
high mound-like places with relatively deeper soil in the flood plain were first settled and
gradually developed into hamlets, shima. There are four shimas in Kinone, and these are not
only territorial organizations but also areas with long bloodlines.

One shima area is further divided into two or three subunits called Aen consisting of from
7 to 10 households. This is the smallest neighborhood and an area where the households con-
cerned communicate with one another intensively in daily life. On the other hand, there are
spatial units, that is ku, that are larger than those of skimae. The three shimas located in the
northeastern part make up Mishima-ku, and the remaining one in the southwest is relatively
isolated and large enough to be an independent kw, Nishijima-ku. A ku is a self-governed unit
which is actually a lower branch of a municipality, machi(town) or shi(city). The head of the
ku transfers information from the municipality to the kx and from the kx to the municipality.
The two kus, Mishima and Nishijima form Kinone, a traditional village.

The communication of Kinone’s people is carried out through traditional regular functions
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and communal work. There are a New Year's banquet, an annual meeting, monthly meetings,
spring and autumn festivals at the Kinone shrine, Buddist functions, the ceremonies of co-
ming of age, marriage, funerals and ancestral worship, dredge of irrigation canals, clearing
and repairing of farm roads and planning of rice plant regulation, etc. In addition, there are
many spontaneous groups organized by age and sex which are active in recreation and in
labour service. Several recreation or sports groups have been also organized.

The community hall plays an important role in pursuing the above mentioned communi-
cation activities in Kinone. The community hall was rebuilt in 1986 at a cost of ¥21 million,
of which the municipality subsidized only ¥500 thousand and the rest was bore in common
by the 93 households in Kinone.

Peoples’s communication activities have further expanded spatially beyond the village
domain. The important spatial units for Kinone are the areas of the old municipality and the
present municipality. There are many organizations and facilities for communication bet-
ween these spatial units, but community halls and communication activities carried out there
are very important in terms of cultural, educaticnal and recreational asepcts. For the old
municipality of Kinone a new community hall was built in 1986 by the present municipality in
place of the old building that was attached to farmers cooperatives. New central community
halls for the present municipality were also built recently.

People on the Kurobe alluvial fan enjoy the three level of community hall systems from
village through old municipality and to the present municipality. Village community halls
play the part of place for daily communication, and the municipal central community hall has
the function of offering various events with a high quality of culture. 0Old municipal com-
munity halls play an intermediate role between the above-mentioned two.
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