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Several Points of View Concerning the Evolution of

Geographical Thought in the 19th Century
Akira TEZUKA

In the history of geography, particularly in the history of modern geography, there has
always existed plural streams of thought, conflicting and cohabiting under the same name of
geography. It istherefore natural that one’s opinion upon the evolution of geographical thought
is closely combined with his view on the nature of geography. In this sense, it is a very inter-
esting question how can be understood the evolution of geographical thought in the 19th cen-
tury. For it was in that period that geography was firmly established as an academic disci-
pline and, for the first time, discussions on the nature of geography were eagerly carried on.

Shortly before and after the turn of the century, two famous geographers, A. Hettner
and F. F. von Richthofen, made addresses on the history of geography in the 19th century.
Although the themes of their speeches were almost the same, one can easily recognize the fun-
damental difference of their perspectives. In the case of controversy, the contrast of opinions
becomes much more marked. In The Nature of Geography, R. Hartshorne presented his view on
the history of modern geography over one hundred pages, which were added, according to
himself, in the last stage of writing as a counterargument against the article entitled “Metho-
dologic controversy in nineteenth century German geography” of J. Leighly. In the polemic
article of F. K. Schaefer about “exceptionalism in geography”, the interpretation of the history
of modern geography was an important element of his argument. Again, Hartshorne indicated
interpretative errors of the article and restated his interpretation on the main stream of modern
geography.

On the history of modern geography, W. D. Pattison pointed out four different traditions
(earth science traditions, area studies tradition, man-land tradition and spatial tradition).
According to this classification, one can say that the opinions of Richthofen and Leighly were
based upon earth science tradition and those of Hettner and Hartshorne represented area
studies tradition and, finally, that of Schaefer was in accordance with spatial tradition.
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But, in all these pairs of opposing opinions (Hettner vs. Richthofen, Leighly »s. Harts-
horne and Schaefer vs. Hartshorne), there seems existed a more fundamental difference, which
was closely combined with a basic concept on the nature of geography. In this regard, it is
suggesting that the evaluation of C. Ritter, who defined geography as a science of “irdisch
erfiillten Rdume der Erdoberfliche”, was a diverging point of opinions in the first and second
cases. Whether the concept of regional integration or chorological approach, emphasized by
Humboldt and Ritter, was the main driving force of the development of geography or not ?
The answer to that question largely determined the perspectives of these writers on the history
of geography in the 19th century.
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