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Classification and Examination of River Maps of Edo Era
Atsushi, ONODERA

Although many river maps were drafted in the edo era, majority of them have been over-
looked by previous studies. This study, therefore, identifies the location of these maps and
classifies them. It also examines the purpose, date, and landscapes of the river maps with
high historic value.

River maps of edo era are classified into the following five categories: (1) maps prepared
for flood control, (2) maps showing the ownership of the land between levees, (3) maps showing
the channels for drinking water and irrigation, (4) maps of river transportation, and (5) maps
for regional description.

Representative river transportation maps include Kitakami, Mogami, Abukuma, and Fuji
River Maps. Although few Japanese rivers are used for transportation now, rivers were the
main transportation routes in the edo era. Several important maps were made for the trans-
portation in Kitakami, Mogami, Abukuma, and Fuji River. These maps contain the detail
information concerning navigable routes and obstacles for navigation.

Kiso River Map was prepared for rafting, for the upper Kiso area produced many woods.
This river map identifies the route for rafting, obstacles, and other related facilities.

Chikugo River Map designates the land ownership of the Kurume clan in the area between
the levees, for Chikugo River was located at the boundary between Kurume and Saga clan.
This river was also used for the dispute of the fishing right at the mouth of the river in the
1820s.

Tama River Map was made in 1845 by an educated resident on Tama River to describe the
area. Tama River was used for drinking by the edo citizens. He made a research of etymo-
logy of Tama and drafted the landscapes from the mouth to the uppermost part of the river.
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