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Fig. 1 Townscapes of Some Selected Countries, 1982 (Masai)
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1. Downtown Vancouver surrounded by 2. Grain elevators at Rosthern, a small
glaciated topography and foliage. central place in the Prairies.

3. Skyline of downtown Toronto. A typical
North-American townscape a mini-

Downtown Manhattan.

i e

5. Shopping mall of Eaton’s Centre, To-
ronto. At least two levels under ground
level. Canopy is a transparent arch.

4. Rapidly developing underground shop-

ping malls and pedestrian passages, indi-

cating a type of measures for deep freeze.
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6. Mt. Royal. A green-covered high-class 7. French-style Vieux M ontréal. Stone and
residential area, Montréal. brick dominate the tow rscape.

8. A residential area near Université de 9. Historial structures omn the Thames in
Montréal. Mostly apartment houses. London, Ont.

10. Guelph, an old British-style town, has 11. Renovated Ottawa’s downtown mall.

many whitish limestone houses. Low population density is quite charac-
teristic to most of Canadian downtown

scenes.
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12. Old-fashioned houses near downtown

Ottawa. Compactness never appears.

14. A better residental area of once flour-

ishing town of Petrolia.

8
16. The only Japanese folk art shop in
Toronto. This is operated by a white

man.

13. A residential area of Paris, a small
town in southern Ontario. Another typi-

cal North-American-style urban landscape.

AN . < er
15. Port town of Halifax established by
using topograhical conditions that enabled

easy anchorage and overlooking fortifi-
cation. Citadel on a hill at right edge.

17. A Japanese food store in Chinatown of
Toronto. Also sells goods. Japanese letters

are not used for signs.
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18. A Korean restaurant in Chinatown of 19. Main portion of Chinatown of Toronto.
Toronto. Hangeul letters are character- Here Chinese as signs are most promin-
istic. ent,but house types are 1002 Canadian.

20. An Armenian restaurant in Toronto. 21. An Hungarian restaurant in Toronto.

An example of the minority’s activities. Hungarian language is to be seen.

22. A so-called Italian town in Toronto. 23. Portuguese town in Toronto. Ethnic
Some shops have Italian names but most characteristic is to be seen relatively
others have English ones. prominenty as in the case of color pref-

erence for house walls.
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Some Aspects of Canadian Townscape

Yasuo MASAI

The average Canadian city tends to have high-rise buildings in a geographically central
part. The height of buildings diminishes very sharply around the central part and levels
off, with some fluctuations, to peripheries. Mt Fuji-like general slope of the townscape
skyline is extended far out as if it is fading into the countryside. In this respect, the
so-called North-American townscape is clearly recognized in Canadian cities. By Japanese
standards, the outer edge of the built-up areas should be said to be very distant from
the center, but the time distance, which does not require so long as in Japan, often
disconcerts the Japanese observation.

A comparison with the American counterpart will reveal that the Canadian townscape
is somewhat different especially at the peripheries of the built-up areas. The Canadian
city tends to end with a relatively: more sharp edge at the peripheries. In other words,
clustering of suburban homes is clearer in Canada, although both Canadian and American
cities have a common trait of sprawling. This is largely due to the fact that the zoning
regulations in Canada are stricter than in the US. To the Japanese observer, however,
such a strict zoning looks a little too monotonous because of the single-purpose land uses
that abound in the city. This, in turn, leads to an impression of orderliness which is not
often seen in the Japanese city.

Fig 1 illustrates schematic profiles of the townscape in Canada in comparison with
that of the US, Japan and other countries in the world. As is shown well, the Canadian
townscape profile resembles the American one, altogether constituting the North-American
townscape. Although there is some regional variances, this general form is said to prevail
over the Canadian territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

A comparison of Toronto with Montréal, both having about the same population, reveals
that Montréal’s townscape has many more apartment-type buildings. This may be a
common characteristic to the cities of Québec Province, but it has not been documented
yet. There is a tendency among older cities to have more numerous older buildings. As
a result, eastern cities and western cities have a regional variance respectively. It is
possible to say that small towns in Northwest Territories and Yukon Territory, especially
those in the Arctic, could form another regional variance.

Ethnicity still prevails in the Canadian city. There is a clear tendency among each
ethnic group to live together, causing clear separated living between different ethnic
groups. Ethnicity in townscape is generally encouraged, and this fact is often reported
or even propagated loudly. Foreign visitors may easily find the differences in townscape
while walking along streets. But this distinction usually is restricted only to some shop-
ping streets or areas. Even in these shopping streets or areas, distinction is normally
possible only by letters used as signs of shops or establishments and also by ethnically
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different people themselves. Architectural styles, however, do not differ much from the
ordinary (typically Canadian) streets. Even in Chinatowns of Toronto and Vancouver, the
two largest of that sort in Canada, only several buildings out of hundreds have characte-
ristically Chinese architectural styles. Diversity in Canadian townscape stille exists, and
in some cases, it is encouraged to be so, but the general trend is to unify or assimilate,
rather than variegate, orginally different architectural styles. It could be considered that
Canada’s townscape does not vary so much as its variety in ethnicity. This is sharply
contrasted with the fact that Japan, a mono-ethnic nation, is consisted of various cultural
traits intentionally introduced without sizable immigration of people.

A typical example is Toronto. There are many ethnic shopping streets there. But most
of the street names are English. Even in Chinatown, the street names are English such
as Dundas. Only the names of the shopes may be Chinese. To be sure that even Chinese
shops normally have their sign names in alphabet -- a few use Chinese characters solely.
Around there are some sections where Chinese people live in more or less clustered
form. All the houses look like ordinary Canadian houses. It is extremely difficult to
recognize Chinese characteristics there except for people walking by. Some would argue
that Chinese characteristics are tremendous in Chinatown because many streets have
English names written in both English alphabet and Chinese character. This is, however,
to be ignored if compared with Japanese townscape in which numerous street names are
written in both kanji and romaji or even alphabet in English (e g., Sakura-dori Ave). In
Japan, juxtaposition of both Japanese (Eastern) and Western architectures is ubiquitous.
This phenomenon is not exceptional at all but a nationwide thing. In contrast, the patch-
work of ethnic quarters in Canada is only limited to the functions and the store signs
but the architectures are nearly 100% Western. Of course, variety can be recognized
within architectural form. English vs French, Greek vs German, all of these exist in the
Canadian townscape, but all of them belong to Western type (including modern interna-
tional type.).

In sum, the mono-culture-oriented townscape in multi-ethinc Canada is to be contrasted
with the multi-culture-oriented townscape of mono-ethnic Japan.

The author deeply appreciates academic supports by the scholars mentioned in the last
paragraph of the Japanese-language portion of this paper and the financial support by
the Ministry of External Affairs of the Canadian Government and the Canadian Embassy
in Tokyo.



