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The scene that impressed me most 
I especially like the beginning of this story – this 

story suddenly starts with a sentence like this: 
  Katagiri found a giant frog waiting for him in his 
apartment. 

Mr.Katagiri must have been surprised to find a 
frog in his apartment.  But it was not only him who 
got surprised, but I was also surprised with the first 
sentence.  This sentence was so fantastic and 

mysterious that I was pulled into the story from the 
very beginning.  (1-4 U) 

This story has punch from the beginning.  When 
Mr.Katagiri went back to his apartment, a giant 
frog waiting for him.  It is a very fantastic beginning.  
While reading this, I recalled Franz Kafka’s 
“Metamorphosis,” in which the main character 
found he was transforming to a big worm. 
This story has an impact in the beginning, too.  

(1-2 M) 
  2

 
 

My most impressive scene is that many worms 
came out of Frog.  I was really shocked when I read 
the first time.  I think this scene implies what the 
author wanted to tell.  It may mean everything has 
ugly side however honest or right it may be.  (1-1 F) 

I was most impressed by the scene where Frog 
was exhausted out from the fight with Worm and 
covered with spots.  And then, many worms appeared 
from his body.  There were the very “unme” for Frog.  
I think Worm stands for unconscious aggressiveness 
that lies far under Katagiri’s mind.  Frog stands for 
controlled intelligence that turns up in front of 
Katagiri.  Frog would fight with Worm.  But 
philosophically, even Frog includes worms in 
himself.  I think this story very ironically deep.       
(1-1 K) 
  2

2

 
When I finished reading this story, I hardly 

understood it at all.  I wondered whether “Frog” 
existed or not, whether “Frog” was dead or not.  
But the more times I read, the more I came to 
understand.  Both “Frog” and “Worm” are not 
ordinary animals and they fought underground.  
But “Frog” said that he would fight with “Worm by 
imagination.  So I think the underground suggests 
“unconsciousness” because Katagiri didn’t remember 
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the battle.  In short, Frog means ‘reason’ and 
Worm means ‘unconsciousness’.  In the end Frog 
vanished and became lots of worms.  It means 
‘reason’ and ‘unconsciousness’ were mixed together 
and became unstable.  Actually Katagiri  lacked 
human feelings at first, but in the end he screamed  
In 1996, most people had an anxiety and Katagiri 
was one of them. (1-3  T)  

2
 

Topic of my speech: Super-Frog Saves Tokyo 
I’ll talk about “Super-Frog Saves Tokyo.” 
This is a strange story.  And I think all this story 

is Katagiri’s dream  In the end of the story, Frog 
said, “The whole terrible fight occurred in the area 
of imagination.”  It means Katagiri helped Frog in 
his dream.   

But I think Frog himself is only a creature of 
Katagiri’s dream.  Katagiri was dreaming from the 
time he came back home and met Frog.  Then in 
his dream he talked with Frog and promised to fight 
against Worm together. 

Then, what do you think of the meaning of 
Katagiri’s dream?  The dream encyclopedia says, 
Frog means a point of change of a matter and the 
beginning and the ending of a matter.  And the 
death of Frog means a suggestion of some trouble.  
From these factors, I think this dream means 
Katagiri will be faced with a big trouble and should 
do his best to overcome.  This interpretation is just 
my opinion but this dream certainly has  a minus 
image. 1-4  H  
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”At a gathering of Murakami translators 

in which I participated a few years ago, translators 
from places like Russia, Korea, China, and France 
described the “Murakami boom” in their countries.” 
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At the Court of an Emperor (he lived it matters 

not when) there was among the many gentlewomen 
of the Wardrobe and Chamber one, who though she 
was not of very high rank was favoured far beyond 
all the rest … 

 
 

Waley 

 [ ]  
At the Court of an Emperor (he lived it matters 

not when) there was [among the many 
gentlewomen of the Wardrobe and Chamber] one, 
who [though she was not of very high rank] was 
favoured far beyond all the rest … 

 
 there was … one 

grammar-translation 
method 

 

R. Tyler
 

In a certain reign (whose can it have been?) 
someone of no great rank among the Emperor’s 
Consorts and Intimates enjoyed exceptional favor. 

 
among  Intimates 

Waley  
E. Seidensticker  
In a certain reign there was a lady not of the first 

rank whom the emperor loved more than any of 
the others. 
 

Tyler Seidensticker  
 

( 3
)  

 

(2016)
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BEGIN Japanology: The Tale of Genji  

Part 1, Part 2 Part 1
Part 2 

30
LL

3
 

 

1
The Tale of Genji

 
Comparison among the translations of the Tale of 

Genji 
Hello, class. 
I compared the three translations of the Tale of 

Genji.  The first version translated by a foreigner is 
by Arthur Waley, who is a pioneer of Japanese 
literature research.  This version was translated 
around 1930.  The peculiarity of this version is 
that each sentence is quite long, intending to fit 
translation to [the] original.  The atmosphere of 
the original is also reproduced. 

The second version was translated by Edward 
Seidensticker, who introduced many Japanese 
literary works to [the] world, in 1976.  The 
sentences of this version are much shorter than 
those of the former [ Waley’s].  On the other hand, 
the expressions are sometimes mandarin to express 

 184 



 

more exact nuance. 
And finally, the third version was translated by 

Royall Tyler in 2001.  This version is written in 
pretty simple English.  It’s related to the times 
when it was translated. 

I prefer the first version, a little hard to read 
though.  It’s because it has the new interest as a 
story and the feeling of the translator.  (2-1 M) 

 
2  ” the expressions are sometimes 

mandarin to express more exact nuance.” 
mandarin (

Waley 
 

1
 

[The] Tale of Genji has 54 chapters and the first 
41 chapters are about the life of “Shining one”’s life, 
and the last 13 chapters, which are called “ ,” 
are the story after Genji’s death.   

Some researchers say that this story was not 
written by Murasaki Shikibu but, I think, judging 
from the story full of tragic love, it must have been 
written by anyone but her.  [*no one but … ] 

By the way, the main characters are Genji’s son 
and grandson, “Aoi no Kimi” and “Nioi no Miya.” 

Aoi smells well by nature and Nioi envies of his 
smell and put scented bag inside his kimono and his 
name comes from this feature.  It sounds 
interesting, doesn’t it? 

Why don’t you read not only the Shining one’s 
story but also his children’s story?  (2-4 F) 
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