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Modemn Trends Regarding the Destruction or Preservation of the Scenic Beauty of the Wakayama Castle Site

By R
Katsutoshi Nonaka

This study describes a modern plan that would have destroyed the scenic beauty of the Wakayama Castle site, and
efforts to oppose it. The damage would have come from filling in the moat and dismantling the stone ramparts. In
1910 the moat was partially filled in to build a streetcar route. In 1914 a city roadbuilding plan called for filling in the
moat, spurring opposition in the city council and newspapers. The mayor finally withdrew the plan. A 1915
improvement plan that would have damaged the site’s scenic beauty also divided public opinion. It was ultimately
rejected by the prefectural governor. Further plans to fill in the moat surfaced between 1922 to 1923, and a portion

was eventually filled in.
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