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The Lapis Lazuli Trade on the Iranian Plateau:
From the Late Chalcolithic to the Early Bronze Age

Kubo, Yudai

In the ancient near east, trade was one of the factors that influenced urban development and the
rise and fall of urban societies. Of the traded natural resources, rare lapis lazuli was recognized as
a precious resource due to its characteristic color. However, lapis lazuli artifacts decreased in Early
Dynasty 1 in Mesopotamia, and during the second half of the first dynasty and third dynasty in Egypt.
The cause of the decrease is not clear, and it is possible decline in usage was related to the conflict
between Mesopotamia and Aratta described in “Bnmerkar and the Lord of Aratta” . To clarify this, it is
necessary to analyze the lapis lazuli artifacts in Iran recovered from the trade route between Afghanistan
and Mesopotamia. Therefore, 1 collected lapis lazuli artifacts from Late Chalcolithic and Early Bronze
Age sites on the Iranian plateau, and examined the distribution of lapis lazuli artifacts, and their use. As
a result, a decrease in lapis lazuli artifacts were confirmed in the period corresponding to Early Dynasty
I in Mesopotamia. This decrease was reflected in the archaeological record mainly on the trade route
across northern Iran. So, it is possible that Arrata could be the cause for the decrease in lapis lazuli

artifacts, due to its presence in northern Iran and Turkmenistan, which was on the lapis lazuli trade route.
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