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Abstract

A Study on the Use of Teaching Materials for Art Appreciation Education in
Japanese Junior High Schools

When it comes to the appreciation of art, it is said that the more points of view a person
possesses on art in their cognitive repertoire, the more kinds of art they can understand and enjoy. It
is also said that the purpose of the study of art appreciation is to gain cultural knowledge through
artworks and objects and also to understand the knowledge, sensibilities, and values necessary for
the creation of culture. It is therefore thought that the viewer can develop a deeper appreciation of an
artwork through the acquisition of knowledge and information related to the piece. Additionally, it is
suggested that the appreciation of a copy or reproduction of a piece of art can independently deepen
our understanding and appreciation of the original. Thus, it is important to give students
opportunities to learn about art appreciation through objects with a variety of characteristics. It is
also important to provide junior high school students with teaching materials that increase their basic
interests and abilities in objective thinking and their appreciation of objects. In turn, this helps
students to develop, through interpretations based on a range of concepts and historical knowledge, a
personal way of looking at art and a familiarity with art appreciation that they can continue to
cultivate independently over their lifetime.

In Japan’s current junior high school art curriculum, “art appreciation skills” are listed as one of
the multiple viewpoints related to learning assessment in the system’s evaluation standards. The
current government curriculum guidelines focus on greater enrichment in terms of the cultivation
and nature of aesthetic appreciation. While the importance of educational guidance in art
appreciation has been emphasized, the lack of teaching materials has also been noted. It remains
unclear exactly what specific kinds and varieties of objects should be more fully studied in art
appreciation classes. In order to enhance art appreciation classes and to implement a curriculum that
addresses a wide variety of artworks in the limited class time, it is necessary to clarify the current
issues. These include the inclusion of reproductions in addition to original pieces as well as the use
of resources from museums and libraries.

The purpose of this study is to classify and organize the types of objects being used as teaching
materials within art appreciation education as well as to investigate the current state and issues
around the use of educational resources from museums and libraries. To address this study’s purpose,
three research questions were established. The first addresses the organization and categorization of
the objects used as teaching materials in the art appreciation curriculum, particularly focusing on the
kinds and characteristics of the objects. The second question is about clarifying the current position

regarding the provision of museum and library resources that could potentially be, or currently are



being, utilized as instructional material within junior high school art appreciation classes. The third
research question investigates the current issues regarding the utilization of teaching materials and
museum and library resources as instructional material within art appreciation lessons in junior high
school art classes.

This article is structured around three studies that each addresses one of the research questions.
Study 1 consists of Survey 1, Survey 2, and Survey 3. Survey 1 focuses on textbooks, instruction
books, and an explanation of government curriculum guidelines (Literature Survey 1). Survey 2
focuses on printed illustrations of artworks inserted within textbooks (Literature Survey 2) while
Survey 3 focuses on specialists (Interview Survey).

In Survey 1, teaching materials were selected through the two viewpoints of “objects of
appreciation” and “teaching material media.” “Objects of appreciation” were divided into 22
categories including “paintings” and “craftworks.” “Teaching material media” was divided into 20
categories such as “originals or artworks themselves” and “textbooks.” Surveys 2 and 3 focus on the
characteristics and roles of textbooks as well as demonstrating the convenience and planning utility
of textbooks when used in art appreciation lessons. Survey 3 shows there is a desire for the ability to
search through images from museum collections and digital textbooks. There is also a desire for
library resources to include “video content” that can be utilized as classroom materials as well a
desire for fuller search functions and promotional capabilities within library resources. Furthermore,
it is suggested that “books” possessing definite information would be helpful for educational lessons.

Study 2 is comprised of Surveys 4, 5, 6, and 7. Survey 4 focuses on museum staff (Questionnaire
Survey 1) and Survey 5 focuses on museum websites. Survey 6 then focuses on public library staff
(Questionnaire Survey 2) while Survey 7 is a paper questionnaire focusing on junior high school
staff in charge of managing school libraries (Questionnaire Survey 3).

Survey 4 outlines facts including that over 80% of the targeted museums operate partnerships or
cooperation programs with junior high schools and that 80-90% of these museums possess objects in
their collections that belong to categories of “objects of appreciation” identified in Study 1. These

LRI

categories include “paintings”, “sculptures and three-dimensional works,
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print,”, and “craftworks.”
It also showed that a little less than 50% of museums operate partnerships or cooperation with public
libraries. In Survey 5, it is shown that there has been an increase in the availability of information
and resources in relation to activities with school partners. There has also been an improvement in
image collection search functions that are useful for art appreciation education.

Survey 6 indicates that while around 70% of the targeted public libraries operate partnerships
with junior high schools, especially via group lending programs, support for junior high school art
programs has not implemented. Furthermore, 50-60% of public libraries hold in their collections
“books” that can be lent out to junior high schools that fall under the categories of “paintings,”

“craftworks”, and “sculptures and three-dimensional works.” These are all categories identified in



Study 1 as “objects of appreciation.” Around 10-20% of public libraries also hold in their collections
“visual and audiovisual materials” that can be lent out to junior high schools that fall under the

LR INT3

categories of “video/animation,” “craftworks”, and “paintings”. There are cases in which “video
contents,” as described in Survey 3, can be utilized in classroom learning. Additionally, some public
libraries hold “paintings” and “originals or artworks themselves” that are materials that can be used
by junior high schools. Survey 7 showed that around 60-80% of the targeted school libraries carry
“books” that fall under the categories of “objects of appreciation” as identified in Study 1 including
“paintings”, “comics”, and “craftworks”. Furthermore, as an example of how a school library can
support art appreciation education, there are classes in which students can borrow “books” such as
“paintings”, as well as “models or reproductions” such as “sculptures and three-dimensional works”,
that can be used as resources by students outside school.

Study 3 is comprised of Survey 8 and Survey 9. Surveys 8 and 9 focus on teachers in charge of
junior high school art programs (Questionnaire Survey 4 and Questionnaire Survey 5). In regards to
objects of appreciation, they concluded that those belonging to the categories “foreign art” or
“foreign art cultures” (as identified in Study 1) constituted the basis of very few lessons. However,
objects belonging to the category of “paintings” were the basis of many more lessons. Moreover, art
teachers relatively frequently identified “originals or artworks themselves,” “DVDs,” and
“reproductions” as categories of “teaching material media” that they wished to utilize but were
unable to.

There were only a small number of art teachers who worked in cooperation or partnership with
museums. However, teachers identified that particularly effective classes (based on pre-lesson
learning or post-lesson reflections) utilized categories established in Study 1 such as “textbooks”,
“collected materials, supplementary readers”, “books”, and “cards (art cards for pieces held in
museum collections)”. Study 2 identified the increasing tendency of museums to make images of
works in their collections open to the public online as well as the effectiveness of these images in art
appreciation instruction. In addition, it found that it has become easier to utilize images from
museum collections in lessons, both in relation to the quality of images and their related historical
and cultural background information. There were no art teachers who worked in cooperation or
partnership with public libraries. Therefore, no concrete examples could be given regarding the use
of public library resources. In relation to school library resources, there were a number of examples
of classes utilizing “picture books” (as defined in Study 1) as “originals or artworks themselves.”
Teachers identified this usage as particularly effective for students.

Based on the above three studies, this article identifies a number of key points. In regard to the
first research question (the organization and categorization of the kinds and characteristics of
teaching materials), 22 varieties of “objects of appreciation” and 20 varieties of “teaching material

media” were enumerated. In relation to the second research question (the clarification of the current



state of the provision of museum and library resources), it was found that many museums were
working in partnership with art appreciation programs and were increasingly sharing resources.
However, libraries were not found to be doing the same thing. The study found that libraries do
possess resources that can be used and that are categorized as “teaching material media” under the
categories defined in Study 1. It also found examples of classes using resources from outside the
school through assistance from school library staff. In regards to the third research question (the
clarification of the current state and issues of junior high school teaching materials and resources), it
was found that there is a tendency to teach materials that can be classified as “paintings” and
“Japanese art” (again, categories of “objects of appreciation” established in Study 1). It was also
found that while the number of classes implementing partnerships with museums is small, there are
cases where teachers utilized copies or reproductions (for example, of “books™) to enhance the
experience of learning about works in museum collections.

Overall, these studies help to offer a framework for the classification of teaching materials used
in the junior high school art appreciation curriculum. They also illuminate the provision and current
state of resources held by museums, public libraries, and school libraries that can be utilized in
classrooms as well as providing practical examples of their usage. The results of this study are useful
in demonstrating what kinds of resources are necessary for art appreciation classes and what kinds of

resources and teaching materials can be used from museums, public libraries, and school libraries.
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