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Reexamination of the Feasibility of Magnetic Survey for Archaeological Exploration :

Based on Research at Okadaira Shell Mound Site

Tarsumi, Yuki

Geophysical explorations, using magnetometric sensors or Ground Penetrating Radar, are presently
utihized in archacological fieldwork throughout the world. Recently in archacological rescarch in Japan,
the feasibility of geophysical explorations has been recognized and in particular Ground Penetrating
Radar has been utilized at a number of sites. On the other hand, use of magnetometric methods has been
limited to investigations of kilns, industrial remains or iron objects and use has, stagnated. It is desirable
to use a combination of several geophysical methods during survey of archacological sites in Japan and,
facilitate the adoption of magnetometric methods utilized at other archacological sites throughout the
world. This paper demonstrates the feasibility and possibilities for magnetometric survey at Japanese

sites based on rescarch results from Okadaira Shell Mound site in Eastern Japan.





