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The Nature of Small Tumuli in the First Half of the Kofun Period :

Considerations on the Graves with a Small Pit under a Coffin

Takizawa, Makoto

In the Early and the Middle Kofun Period, there was a unique type of graves which had a small
pit under a coffin. Its origin can be traced back to a drainage pit in the Early Kofun period. The basic
type of these graves was established from the end of Early Kofun period to the beginning of the Middle
Kofun period, and was then adopted by tumuli in various places. Their distribution shows the tendency
of an overconcentration in Kinki district and eastward. Moreover, these graves were found only in
small tumuli. This unique type of graves was probably established in Kinki district, and the interaction
among the people buried in this type of small tumuli was controlled by the Yamato Polity. Furthermore,
we can hardly find any contemporary large tumuli around this type of small ones. It follows from these
observations that the Yamato Polity sought for a direct relationship with the people buried in the small
tumuli. We can therefore conclude that the people buried in those small tumuli in some areas were
already put under the control of the Yamato Polity from the end of Early Kofun period to the beginning

of Middle Kofun period.





