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A Study on the Theoretical Foundations of Key Competencies of OECD
Focusing on “Three Categories”

Hodaka FUJII

Today, competencies-based policies from elementary school education to higher education have been
advocated, demonstrating a significant influence on educational policy in Japan. Subsequently, OECD's key
competencies have been frequently referred to. On the other hand, in the process of formulating these key
competencies, many questions and criticisms have been expressed about the key competencies international
relevance. Therefore, the question is how have the key competencies been created? In this paper, I focus on the
“three categories” of competencies, and look to study the theoretical foundations.

First, I outline the key competencies, and then review the background on examination of these key competencies.
Then, 1 examine the theoretical foundations of the key competencies.

The results of examination n this paper are as follows.

First, if we look at the key competencies “category”, initially, the three categories collectively were originally
described as “generic” key competencies, but gradually they came to be defined as “broad categories”. But these
“categories” do not refer to areas that contain key competencies such as “clusters”, but they can be read as if key
competencies by themselves. Indeed, when referred to, “three broad categories” themselves are received as key
competencies.

Next, regarding “three”, it relates to systematization of key competencies, but this point is also not clear as to
why there are three categories. Indeed it is possible to show theoretical foundations for the content of each of the
“three”. However, these cannot be just foundations for not presenting any other categories. As far as the DeSeCo
project documentation is concerned, the only explanation is that these “three” are the “most basic level” of “living”.
Further “estimating”, it seems that the viewpoint of the German-speaking region including Switzerland with the
Rederal Statistical Office responsible for the DeSeCo project is implicitly reflected.



	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014

