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Abstract: Seeking to protect international and universal values, the World Heritage highlights
specific aspect of diverse and complicated backgrounds of a local place. Assessing what aspect
was valued and what was not at the World Heritage inscription is important in understanding a
local place as a whole.

Yoshino as part of the World Heritage site “The Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes of the
Kii Mountain Range” involves associations with national history, a history of mountain ascetic
belief, an appreciation as a scenic cherry blossom site, and traditional forestry activities unique
in this region. This research analyses evaluations on the diverse backgrounds of Yoshino made at
the World Heritage inscription, to figure out the discrepancy between the international and the
local. It utilized topographical maps and GIS data to identify spatial transitions of a landscape of
Yoshino. It then reviewed documents related to the World Heritage inscription from UNESCO,
ICOMOS and the Japanese Government to see which aspect was highly valued.

Spatial analysis discovered that a landscape around O-mine Oku-gake Michi, a training path
across mountains for the ascetic religion, has changed over the 20'" century. Views from the path
previously included a wide view to distant mountains but due to development of forestry activities,
now they are entirely enclosed surrounded by planted cedar forests. On the other hand, evaluations
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by UNESCO and ICOMOS featured the ascetic belief and particularly emphasized sacredness of
forests. While not recognizing the fact that the forest in Yoshino is mostly an artificial plantation
developed over time due to the human intervention, the World Heritage inscription associated the
forests with religious ascetic practices.

This revealed a discrepancy between an international understanding on a local area and
the local reality, which the international focused on one specific aspect of local diversities and
failed to grasp exact background of the highlighted aspect.

Keywords : Yoshino, World Heritage, Forest, Religion.
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