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On the Perception and the Training Effect of Japanese Long Vowels in Korean Learners
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This study presents the results of training exercises for Korean native speakers to distinguish short and long
vowels in Japanese. Study is based on the concept of High Variability Perceptual Training (HVPT), through the
uses of a large set of conditions that are presented in various natural languages. It helps the students to mentally
form new categories of sounds that they can clearly distinguish from each other (Pisoni & Lively, 1995). The
training used the natural language of 4 Japanese native speakers, pronounced in 3 different rates. The recordings
also considered different accent types and the position of the long vowels. The training group was divided into
two sub-groups. One was trained by hearing single words only, and the other was trained by hearing both
sentences and words. The control group did not receive any training.

The results of the experiment showed that, compared to the single word group, the group of both sentences
and words showed improvements in a broader range of tested categories. The training of words and sentences
is more effective in forming an accurate categorical perception. In conclusion, the results of this study confirmed
the effectiveness of the HVPT method in the training of distinguishing length in Japanese vowels.
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