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The Geographical Significance of the Minshuku Region Development

Hideya ISHII

In Japan, concurrent with the rapid economic growth since the 1960's, recreation and
tourism began to develop rapidly. At about the same time, the recreational patterns diver-
sified and began to change structurally in a variety of ways. So far as accommodations are
concerned, the development of minshuku, which are inexpensive lodging facilities operated
mostly by farmers or fishermen as a supplementary occupation, has been particularly remark-
able. A number of minshuku regions emerged throughout Japan. Generally, the regions
were found in economically marginal lands. The explanation of genetic and evolutionary
processes of minshuku regions has been sought by the various sciences.

The author, in order to contribute from a geographical perspective, has been conducting a
number of basic studies about the evolution of minshuku regions. The purpose of this paper
is to review the developmental processes of minshuku regions based on case studies, and to
discuss their geographical relevances. Five themes are discussed: 1) the mechanisms of struc-
tural changes within a region: 2) the regional characteristics in accepting innovations; 3) the
role of the social groups in accepting innovations; 4) the symbiotic and competitive relations
of regional elements that results {from the introduction of innovations; and 5) the outcome
of land use changes.

It is concluded that regional change is a process where the use of time and space is
intensified with specialization and functional diversification in human societies. More important

for geography, however, is that its method has a regional character.

The essence of this paper is based on my article “The Development of Minshuku Regions in Japan
and its Geographical Significance”, which was written for “Angewandt Sozialgeographie” edited by Prof.
F. Schaffer, the collection of papers in celebration of the ¢0th birthday of Prof. Karl Ruppert at
Wirtschaftsgeographischem Institut der Universitit Minchen. I am greatly indebted to Prof. K. Ru-
ppert for his series of papers about social geography. They provided me valuable ideas in writing this
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