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The Recent Develpoments of Glutinous Rice Production

in Saga Prefecture, Main Paddy Rice Producing

Region in Southwestern Japan

Yasushi MOTOKI

Before World War II, glutinous rice, which is closely connected with the eating habits in

Japan, accounted for about 10% of the total area plarted with paddy rice, but its percentage has

decreased to about 5 at present because of the change in eating habits, the mechanization of
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rice producing systems, and the rice production adjustment policy of the Government. In Saga
Prefecture, however, the area planted with glutinous rice has phenomenally increased recently,
and it reached 22% of the total area in 1986. This phenomenon is quite unique, when we
examine all the rice producing areas in Japan.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the development process of glutinous rice
production in Saga and the characteristics of its farming and marketing systems. The results
of this investigation may be summarized as follows.

(1) The glutinous rice production in Saga has been developed on the Saga alluvial plain,
which is the most important paddy rice producing region in Southwestern Japan. In typical
cases such as those of Chiyoda, Kanzki, and Mitakawa towns, glutinous rice is grown on more
than half of the paddy rice producing area, and it is rot rare for full-time farmers to raise
only glutinous rice.

(2) This trend seems to have appeared very clearly since 1970, when the National
Government decided on the rice production adjustment policy. Afterwards, farmers in Saga
faced not only the necessity of reducing rice areas but also the problem of the bad quality of
Saga rice. Before that time Reihou (one of the non-glutinous rice varieties) held the most
important position in Saga, but its reputation was rapidly declining on the rice market because
of its bad quality. As a result, the gross income from agriculture in this prefecture necessarily
decreased.

(3) Under these circumstances, a good new variety of glutinous rice named Hiyokumochi
was introduced and recommended for production by the prefectural government in 1971. This
Hiyokumochi gained public approval, because the production of glutinous rice was decreasing
across the nation and was in short supply on the market, by contrast with non-glutinous rice.
Besides, the new variety vielded a larger harvest per 10 ares than Reihou. This is why the
leaders of the prefectural government and the agricultural co-operation association in Saga paid
much attention to the variety, and it was warmly welcomed by many rice-producing farmers.
Saga Prefecture led the way in glutinous rice production by contract farming between supply
and demand, and by forming co-operative production groups which use agricultural machines
and equipments in common. Thus, Saga Prefecture is now characterized as the greatest glutinous
Tice producing district in Japan.

(4) From the national point of view, this case of Saga Prefecture seems to suggest that
the rice producing area in Japan will be more different from each other according to each

geographical characteristic.
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