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The Concept of Landschaft in German Geography
Akira TEZUKA

The concept of Landschaft has been invariably one of main theoretical themes in German
geography of the twentieth century. With the term of Landschafi, many leading geographers
presented the central ideas of their geographical theories. In various streams of German geo-
graphical thoughts, Landschaft has played a more or less important role as a keyword
indicating the essential character of each school. The multivocal nature of the term Landschaft
had been already observed in the late nineteenth century when geography made rapid progress
as an academic discipline, while the terminology of Landschaft has been always confusing in the
twentieth century. But, on the other hand, one can not deny the fact that the Landschaft
idea has gradually changed its emphasizing points with the evolution of German geographical
thoughts.

In the period of the 1920’s and the 1930’s, there were heated discussions about the
nature of geography. The idea of Landschaft played a central role in many cases of these
discussions. Firstly, we must remember the name of Passarge with his Landschaftskunde. While
Passarge’s Landschaftshunde attracted public attention and had many adherents, it was severely
criticized in the academic circles of geography. E. Banse, who advocated actively his Neue
Geographie in the early 1920°s, also utilized the word of Landschaft as representing a central
concept of his geographical methodology. Furthermore, Hettner and Schliiter, who dominated
methodological discussions in the first half of the twentieth century, had much to do with the

discussions about Landschaft. Schliter emphasized the scientific research of Kulturlandschaft
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as a principal domain of human geography. On the contrary, Hettner insisted that Landschafts-
kunde and Landschaftsgeographie were nothing but traditional Lénderkunde.

The theoretical examination of Landschaft idea has been continuously an important theme
of geographical discussions in postwar West Germany. Particularly in the 1950’s, problems
about Landschaft were actively discussed as a very core of geography. Paffen (1973)
pointed out that, while discussions in the second half of the 1930’s (including K. Biirger’s contri-
bution) were the first important step to bring the precision of ZLandschaft idea, this postwar
period represented the second and decisive step to solve the confusion of this concept. Metho-
dological debates about Landschaft reached the climax in the second half of the 1950°s and the
first half of the 1960’s, giving rise to the agreement of many German geographers about the
content of Landschaft idea. A

Severe attacks against traditional geography around 1970 radically changed the situation.
The very core of this challenge, which was apparently worthy to be described as an epistemo-
logical rupture, was a rejection of Landschaft idea and Léinderkunde, namely a refusal of the
concept of regional synthesis. But, on the other hand, the idea of geographical Landschaft has
been repeatedly emphasized, even after the 1970’s, as a bhasic concept about the nature of geo-
graphy, whether the word of Landschaft was then used or not. We must not, therefore, over-
ook the fact that the idea of Landschaft actively developed around the 1950’s remains an

moorant key coazept in gedgraphical theories in present-day German geography.
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