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The Significance of Rikuden in the Agricultural Use
of Tableland in Kanto Region

Hideya ISHII and Shozo YAMAMOTO

Rikuden is a rice field on the tableland which is made by bulldozing out of dry fields or
woods. The bed of rikuden is hardened by roller. Rikuden is different from an ordinary
paddy field in the floodplain or the alluvial valley in the point that the former has no water
rights. Rikuden is irrigated by pumping up of undergroundwater, and therefore, has no irriga-
tion and drainage channels.

Since the high growth of Japanese economy, rikuden was created actively. Particularly in
the northern and eastern parts of Kanto region, where the diluvial tableland dominated and
water supply was insufficient, rikuden was considered a kind of a godsend in the agricultural
use of tableland. But, by 1970 the rice production had become superflous, and since that time
restriction policies of rice production have been taken.

The aim of this paper is to consider the development process of rikuden, the change of its
use at the time of rice production control, and the significance of rikuder in the development
of the agricultural use of tableland, taking the case of Ibaraki-ken and Hokota-machi.

In Ibaraki-ken rikuden spread promptly in the 1960’s and the tendency lasted untill 1978
when the strict restriction on rice production was put in force. Rikuden was created con-
centratedly in the western part of Ibaraki-ken and in the vicinity of Mito. Both regions had
the same characteristics in respect of the undergroundwater availability, the dominance of
dry fields, and the strong dependence on traditional agriculture. It is clear that rikuden was

introduced as a trump card for the stabilization of agriculture in those regions.
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During the period of rice production control following 1978, many rikuden were converted
again into the dry field. The actual condition of it is not clear exactly, because the ordinary
rice field and rikuden are not distinguished in the statistics concerning the conversion of paddy
fields. But, the tendency was that the coversion rate of paddy field was high in the com-
munities which had many rikuden and specialized in the production of a few special crops.
Because of the defficiency of statistics, it is difficult to say correctly, but it can be surmized
that the conversion of rikuden played a rather important role in the specialization into modern
agriculture.

Hokota-machi, where the dry field covers 70 percent of the whole cultivated acreage, is
situated in the central eastern part of Ibaraki-ken. This community had been a typical, tradi-
tional agricultural community with the strong dependence on the production of rice in paddy
field and dry field, wheat and barley, sweet potatoes for starch, and peanuts untill the 1960’s.
Therefore, the development of modern agriculture on dry fields, stable in products and price,
was an earnest wish of the inhabitants in this region. Rikuden was introduced as one of the
efficient means. It was created particularly in the upland region newly cultivated with few
preoccupied ordinary paddy fields.

After the restriction policy of rice production started, many rikuden were converted into
dry fields in Hokota, partly because it was difficult to convert the ordinary paddy fields into
other use. They were marshy and the readjustment of them was not carried out effectively.
On the contrary, rikuden was favorable for the conversion, because it was not so marshy as
the ordinary paddy field, and in addition it was flat and furnished with irrigation {facilities.
Moreover, as a result of the investment in the creation of 7ikuden, many of them were
converted into the profitable dry fields for intensive cultivation of melons, strawberries and
tomatoes, and other vegetables like edible sweet potatoes and burdocks as combination crops.

There is no doubt that general factors also contributed to the development of profitable
modern agriculture in Hokota; such as the changing demand for agricultural products, diffusion
of chemical fertilizers and machinery, inversion of utility value between paddy field and dry
field owing to the overproduction of rice, improvement and development of transportation, and
centrifugal movement of truck farming regions with the expansion of Tokyo Metropolitan Area.
Today, Hokota is known as a modern agricultural community with high productivity in terms
of land and labourer. Although this paper was not able to show the role of rikuden quantitatively
in the process of agricultural modernization in Hokota, it clarified the fact that the practical

application of rikuder gave a stimulus to the development of agricultural use of tableland.
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