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On the rooftop of the former Miwa Junior High
School, and at the observation deck in Hitachi Sta-
tion, Fumiaki Murakami installed a Magic Scenery
Lantern. Peering into these telescope-like artworks,
viewers saw images that, though built upon on the
actual beautiful scenery, gradually began to move
and show impossible things happening. The videos
are based on legends recorded in the Hitachi no
Kuni Fudoki - an ancient 8th-century manuscript
that documents Kenpoku folklore - like “The Lofty
Peak of Mt. Kabire” and the giant “Daidarabo.” This

new artistic experience merged reality and fantasy,
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and invited viewers to wonder whether the legend-
ary events could have actually happened in this
land.

Murakami also installed his Fly Me to the Earth
inside a classroom in the same school. This was an
airplane-shaped object that hung from the ceiling,
through which visitors could see an animation
showing the view from the airplane. When the
plane was turned up, down, right or left, the pan-
oramic image shifted in keeping with the motion,
allowing the viewer to explore the virtual world
at will. Through the clouds, one could glimpse the

city of Hitachiomiya down below.
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FRP, stainless steel, duralumin, wood, concrete, liquid crystal display, microprocessor, quartz glass,
switching power supply, robot cable

%4 X 1 155X 75X 140cm
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inertial measurement unit, geomagnetic sensor, reflective liquid crystal panel, wood, brass, microprocessor, quartz
glass, constant load spring, switching power supply, robot cable, jet fan
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