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Professional development of veteran teacher in education of children with severe
and multiple disabilities

Yongjae LIM and Takao ANDO

The purposes of this study were to explore the perception of veteran teachers on their professional-
ism in education of children with severe and multiple disabilities, and to clarify the process of their
professional development. Four semi-structured interviews were conducted with special school teach-
ers who have experience to teach children with severe and multiple disabilities. The results of this
study revealed that “Understanding of children” and “Enthusiasm for education” are more important
professionalism than the others. According to the results of qualitative analysis of their professional
development, the cause of turning points changed from “Meeting” to “Status”, “Study”, and “Prac-
tice”. The great change in their professional development was the time about from 7 or 8 years to 12
or 13 years of experience, and that time was related to “Understanding of children”. In conclusion,
this study suggested that it is necessary to increase beginning teachers’ enthusiasm for education, and

to move the time learning “Understanding of children” ahead.

Key words: education of children with severe and multiple disabilities, teacher, professional develop-

ment
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