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Realities and Issues of On-the-Job Training:
For Resource Room Teachers for Speech Disorders With
Domestic Exchange Experience in Niigata Prefecture

Kazuko FUJII

In recent years, resource room teachers for speech disorders have been required to provide
instruction not only to children with speech disorders but also to those with developmental disorders.
In other words, teachers can no longer rely solely on their knowledge and instruction techniques for
speech disorders. Therefore, to provide generalized special education instruction, they require on-the-
Job training to enhance their expertise. The purpose of this study is to clarify the realities and issues
surrounding the forms of on-the-job training that have been conducted so far, and to get basic
knowledge to examine possible future forms of on-the-job training. The research consisted of semi-
structured interviews conducted with four teachers, all of whom undertook domestic exchanges during
the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s in Niigata Prefecture. From the domestic exchange program content, the
teachers recognized meaningful knowledge and instruction techniques aimed at speech disorders.
However, the expertise that these teachers regarded as important was not limited to speech instruction.
This research found that the teachers recognized their educational role as part of collaboration with
classroom teachers and parents. Then, these findings were used to investigate future forms of on-the-

job training.

Key words: resource room teachers for speech disorders, on-the-job training, professionalism
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