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Current Issues of Special Support for Young Children with
Special Educational Needs in Nursery School
— Comparison of the Support by the Existence of Diagnosis of Disabilities —

Hideyuki HARAGUCHI, Fumiyuki NORO and Tsutomu KAMIYAMA

We conducted a survey on nursery schools about the enrollment and current support situation of
children with special educational needs. In addition, we compared the enrollment and support of
children with disabilities and “children of concern” without adequate diagnosis. The results were as
follows: (1) “Children of concern” were enrolled in more than 90% of the nursery schools; (2)
Children with disabilities were enrolled in 77.9% public nursery schools and 48.4% private nursery
schools; (3) “There was an appearance rate of 4.6 and 1.4% for “Children of concemn” and children
with disabilities, respectively; (4) In order to support the children with special educational needs,
consultation, in-service training of nursery school teachers and cooperation with special institutes were
conducted in many nursery schools, but the numbers were insufficient; (5) Although the nursery school
teachers recognized “children of concern” from early stages, the support provided to these children
was less compared to those provided to the children with disabilities. We stressed on the increase in the
support system to include “children of concern”. We also stressed on the need to provide support as

soon as the nursery school teachers recognizes these “children of concern”.

Key words: nursery school, children with disabilities, children of concern, questionnaire survey
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