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Present Condition and Problems on Regional Support in Schools for the Physically Challenged
— A Comparative Perspective from a Change Before and After Special Needs Education System —

Takao ANDO, Ayano IKEDA, Takashi KOHGA and Yoshinori OKI

This study investigated the current condition of regional support that schools for the physically
challenged carried out, and compared the changes in that support before and after initiation of a special
needs education system. The number of schools setting a support area originally decreased, and those
supporting in the district area set by a local educational administration increased. The new nature of
regional support and the contents of support, such as “career counseling for students” and “support
based on the cognitive characteristics of students with physical disabilities,” increased and diversified.
However, insufficient manpower and time emerged as the issues in regional support. We found that the
causes of these issues are the increasing number of students in special needs education schools,
increase in the number of classes, and prolonged counseling. Regional support capability must be
enhanced across all types of school to build know-how appropriately without depending on special

needs education system.

Key words: regional support, physically challenged, follow-up survey
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