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Comparison of Braille Reading Speed Progress between Pupils Attending a School for the
Blind and Regular Schools

Tatsumi MUTAGUCHI

The progress of blind children in Braille reading speed was investigated in pupils attending schools
for the blind and regular schools. The subjects were 40 elementary school pupils: 33 who attended a
school for the blind and 7 who attended regular schools. Their Braille reading speed data were
obtained for six consecutive years during the period from April 1985 to March 2002. The reading
speed of both pupils in schools for the blind and pupils in regular schools increased with the school
year. The reading speed of pupils in the school for the blind was significantly different between all
school years except for adjacent school years. In contrast, in pupils in regular schools significant
differences were seen between first grade and fifth grade and between first grade and sixth grade only.
There were no significant differences between any other school years. In a comparison of pupils in the
school for the blind and pupils in the regular schools, there were no significant differences in reading
speed in the first grade, second grade, or fifth grade, but there were significant differences in reading

speed in the third grade, fourth grade, and sixth grade.

Key words: blind children, Braille reading speed, school for the blind, regular school

Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University
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