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New Design of Historical Study on Education of Children with Disabilities in Japan
— Introductory Remarks

Makio NAKAMURA* and Noriko OKA**

The purpose of this paper is to indicate why we need to rebuild the Japanese history of special
education, and to clarify research topics and its significance as introductory remarks. We may exceed
the formulaic understanding and common view so far of Japanese history of special education through
synthesizing and systematizing the prefectural history of special education and the anniversary issues
of schools for the blind and the deaf, etc., published since the late 1970s. The Japanese first modern
school law, “Gakusei” promulgated in 1872 embed the schools for the blind and the deaf within a part
of whole school system as very innovative plan. And 1923 royal decree schools for the blind and the
deaf established the national hard standard prefectural and residential. We may develop new design of
historical study of Japanese special education and its significance through analyzing various move-
ments of establishment of schools for the blind and the deaf conducted in various localities within this
half century. This design consists of plural factors including the blind and the deaf, school officials and
teachers, prefectural administrators, social supporters, and their network. And this will be examined
through modern Western as a standard, Japanese individual cultural and social background, and

international comparison, and will be compared within various schools and localities.
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* Higashi Nippon International University, Department of Social Welfare
** University of Tsukuba, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



