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Otorhinolaryngologists' participation in the development of education for the deaf in Japan,

1896-1940: focusing on Kyushu Imperial University

Jyunji SASAKI

The present study investigated how otorhinolaryngologists participated in the development

of education for the deaf in Japan during 1896-1940, focusing on the chair of otorhinolaryngology of

Kyushu Imperial University. The chair's contribution was as follows: (1) setting up an anechoic room

and phonetic and speech therapy branch whereby basic research of deafness and of evaluation and use

of residual hearing became possible, (2) based on clinical and scientific understanding, the staff of the

chair cooperated with teachers of Fukuoka School for the Deaf in the same prefecture in introducing

oral and aural method of education, (3) introducing new facilities and devices to educators of the deaf

at the national level. Further investigation must be done to clarify the practical effect of hearing test at

the time and otorhinolaryngologists' influence on the development of educational system and method

for the deaf.

Key Words: education for the deaf, otorhynolaryngology, Kyushu Imperial University,

anechoic room, phonetic and speech therapy
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