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Teaching Play Skill to a Young Child with Autism: Development of Favorite Activities

Akane UENO*, Tsutomu KAMIYAMA** and Fumiyuki NORO*

The purposes of the present study were to teach a young preschool child with autism play skills
which were handicraft with the scissors and the glue at education consultation of the university. We
taught the skill of using scissors, and the utterance of mand with behavior chain interruption. The
mother of the child also did the same task at home. As a result, he acquired the skill of using the scis-
sors, and utterance of mand was promoted. At home, the skill of using the scissors was generalized
across setting, and it was observed that he spontaneously requested his mother to do the activity. At
university, it was also observed that he spontaneously took his seat before the task was started and
pointed the schedule card of handicraft. Therefore it was thought that the task of handicraft was a fa-
vorite activity for him. Motivation for the task promoted not only acquisition of the play skill but also
secondary behavior change which was to promote the utterance, starting the task spontaneously and

generalization across setting. We also discussed the reason why the task of handicraft was a preferred

activity for him.

Key Words: autism, teaching play skills, a preferred activity, secondary behavior changes
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