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Eye-movement Training of a Child with a Pervasive Developmental Disorder
Who Showed Unpolished Skill in Sketch and Savant Skill in Clay Work

Akatsuki KATSUURA, Etsushi ENDO and Shigeki SONOYAMA

Eye movement is one of the input functions for visual information. Some reports indicate that lack
of smoothness of eye movement and difficulty in the control of gaze are related to developmental dis-
ability. We taught sketching skills to a fifth-grade boy with a pervasive developmental disorder who
showed unpolished skill in sketch and savant skill in clay work. And we gave the child eye-movement
training to help overcome eye movement problems, and after the training we tested for changes in
drawing style. We implemented three training, mainly in smooth pursuit motion and saccades. The
child was then able to perform ocular movements smoothly, and we observed a change in the size
recognition of objects in drawing sessions. In addition, we observed changes in features such as main-
tenance of posture and mental attitude. The training appeared to have promoted increased awareness

and ability to watch objects, as well as to establish a viewpoint.

Key Words: developmental disorder, eye-movement training, smooth pursuit motion, saccades
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